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FOOT ITSTRTrravars 
DAVID 


Periecuted. 


> canes whetherir 
| be rrae or no that 


moreromen, orindeed that 
men have any more intelli- 
gence from God ; let them be» 
leeve it fora certaine that hee 
ſpeakes, bur they are roodeafe 
toheare the language; let them 
beleeve i it for certaine that hee 
writes, bat they ar? too blinde 
to perceive the Charater : Hee 
that will anderſtand his yoyce, 
A nee 


2 DAVID perſecute d, 


hee that will read his letter, let 
himbetake himſelfe to the Ho» 
ly writ, that is a Vocabulary, 
which the Spirit of God hath 
left us toexplaine his profound 
diſcourſesby, that is a key to 
diſcloſe all choſe obſcure letters 
that are directed to us from 
heaven. 

Will you, O Princes, will you, 
O people, conceive what 1t is 
thar God ſpeakes when hee 
ſends a peltilence, when hee 
ſends a famine, when hee ſends 
warre, when hee brings eſtates 
to deſtruftion, or in hazard to 
be deſtroyed > Goe runne over 
theſe names in the Vocabulary 

of the Almizhey. 

But the weake and weary eyes 
of our mind eſchew the lizhr of 
therruth, they precipitate them- 
{clvesintoan aby fie of a— 
an 


DAv1D perſecuted, 3 


and among the obſcurities of 
the night grope for the ſplen- 
dour of the ſunne : Thus wee 
renounce the prerogatives of 
thenew law. 

[tisnot the way to get forth 
of the Clonds in which the Il- 
raclites walked, for men, but to 
change them. Thofe divine 
myſteries which they beheld 
only clonded up in darkneſſe, 
arenow moſt tranſparently ob- 
ſerved ina cleare skie, yet the 
cauſes of the Revolutions of 
States,of the increate of oneof 
the diminution of another, of 
the fall of Princes, of Famine, 
of Peſtilence, of VVarre, were 
openly diſplayed to them, and 
wee on the contrary envelep 
them in the oblicuricti2 of a 
thouſand ambiguities, as if that 
were not true which the grea= 

4 


4 Dav1D perſecuted, 


reſt Divines have told us, that 
the Chaſtiſements which came 
npon the Iſraclites befell them 
for our example. 

God ſpeaketh but once( ſaith 
1b) and ſpeaketh not againe : 
the holy writ is that booke in 
which hee hath ſpoken : there 
then ought to be ſearched the 
cauſes of good or bad events, 
where clearly and for our ſakes 
they are written, 

To frame Politicke apho- 
rilmes,ro ſet downe rules for it 
taken from prophane authors, 
1s ina manntr ro pretend that 
mans will is neceffarie and con- 
ducing. 

Nay I conld fend in my heart 
to ſay that iris an undeifying 
of God, anda deifying of the | 
ſecond cauſes : Hemakes them | 
ferve his turne, but them hee 
ſerves 


DAVID perſecuted, x 


ſerves not. Hee that in diſcuſ- 
fing upon naturail events 
brings in God only for a reaſon, 
15 bur a poore Philoſopher; and 
hee that brings him not in, 1a 
Inquiries of Poltrick occur- 
rences,is bur a Poore Chriſtian; 
waen it is his pleaſure that the 
fire which at one time ſcorched 
ſhouid at another coole, hee 
mult have recourſe to his al- 
mighty power in working mi- 
racles, but hee may very well 
without miracles give way, 
that the ſame ation which at 
one time hath reared ur a 
Prince, ſhould at another ſ1ak 
him. 

Our roo leaden wings can- 
Not eagle us up from this baſe 
earth, wee walſke in a gloomy 
aire, without lifting up our 
eyes to that moſt glorious 
A 3 Sunne 


Vid. Da 


6 DAvID perſecuted, 


Sunne of the Empireum. 

The Politick treatifes of the 
Gentiles which are bur earthly, 
bring us back tocarth, in that 
they have in them bur earthly 
cauſes, but the holy inſtructi- 
ons which are ſent us from hea» 
ven producing heavenly cauſes, 
bringushome toheaven. Omoſt 
benigne Lord, may it pleaſe 
thee to give to drink of thy 
moſt cleare and living water, 
this thirſty wretch who for- 
fakes the ſtinking and muddy 
Ciſternes of the Gentiles, ra- 
ther loathing them than ſatis&- 
ed with them. 

If I knew not my ſelfe nn- 
worthy to bee taken out of the 
darkneſſe of my groſle 1gn0- 
rance, I would moſt humbly 
and npon my knees intreat thee 
for one ray which like the daw- 
ning 


DAVID perſecuted, 7 


ning leading mee on to the 


1e moſt cleare Noone, might at 
yy this preſent in ſome part draw 
at mee our of the obſcuritie of 
y this dimme night, that I mighe 
[- diſcover thoſe deepe and pro- 
1 found myſteries which are 
S concealed from the feeblenefſe 


of our underſtandings, 


proves Saul. becauſe 
that contrarte to Gods 
p commandement , bee had 
left Agag King of the 
Amalekites alrye and bad 


3 
ſt 
e 
T he Prophet Samucl] 7e- 
by 
Y 


: not ſlaine all bis cattell, 
0 He diſobedience of Saul 


o1ves the laſt curne to the 
wieele of his greatneſſe : Iris 
A 4 a 


8 DaviD perſecuted, 


a fire which conſumeth crowns, 
for they are ſoldred with obe. 
dience. Heknoweth not what 
belongs to matter of ſtate that 
loſeth rhis towards God : hee 
rteacheth others to forgoe it to= 
ward their ſuperiours, and as 
much as in him lyes, deſtroyes 
the compatture of the untyer{le, 
Difobedience is the of- 
ſpring either of the arrogance 
of the braine, or of the weak. 
neſſe of the ſenſes ; either that 
men thinke to doe better than 
raey are corpmanded, or that 
they are inclined to doe worle 
[n one of theſe the frailtie 
lometimes meets with com- 
paſſion, in the other the con- 
temptalwaies provokes toyen= 
geance : This cannever bee in 
regard of God, becauſe it isnot 
poſlible to bee wiſer than _ 
an 


Dav1D perſecuted, y 


and when it is practiſed among 
men, although it may often 
ſeeme to produce good fruir, 
yetis it alwayes naught, as that 
which proceeds from an evill 
plant, Well ordered Com- 
mon.wealths have not forborne 
to puniſh it, though proſpe- 
rous vicories il] diſciplined 
bringing with them more dam- 
mage than defeatments doe. 


Saul excuſes himſelfe in that 
the people had preſerved 
the beſt of the ſpoile to ſa- 
erifice them to God : 
Obedienceis betterthan 
Sacrifice ( anſwers Sa- 
mucl. ) 

Od had already ordained 


the Sacrifice when he had 
A5 coms« 


ro DAVID perſecuted, 


commanded that all the men, 
and all the Cattell of rhe Ama- 
lekites ſhould be flaine ; ſo ma- 
ny Prieſts they were, that 
werc appointed to kill themyſo 
many ſacrifices as to bee killed, 
There want not this day 
fach Saxls, that ſacrifice to 
God the facrifices of diſobedi= 
ence. Theſe golden moun- 
caines heaped up with impiety 
that ſeemes ſometimes to a- 
dorne them, defile the altars 
ofGod, they onely garnith the 
ambition of man : Hee that 
thinks with theſe to pacifie his 
divine Majeſtie, incenſeth it : 
a5 much as in him lyes, with 
execrable blaſphenie pro- 
claimes that Majeſtie to bee 
molt wicked, and makes him 
partaker of his miſdeeds, as if 
hee were bound co bee yu 
lc 


le a. Gs. as _ 9s Zo. _— OE 7 == cc. 


DAV1D perſecuted, x1 


ſed with him, ſo hee may bur 
have a (hare in the purchaſes of 
his villanies. 


The Prophet replies B ecauſe 
thou haſt rejetted the 
word of the Lord,the Lord 
bath rejefted thee from 
being Keng. Saul ſayes to 
him, } have ſinned, return 
with mee that I mAY Wor- 


ſhip the Lord. 


Wer the power of ambition, 
; Jwhich hath oftentimes 
more force upon the hearts of 
men than the Cemmande. 
ments of God have : He makes 
as if he repented, becauſe hee 
feares to loſe the Kingdome : 
Hee repents not becauſe hee 
Cares 


i2 DAVID perſecuted, 


cares not for loiing Heaven 
But ( Oh the deceivable judge 
mentsof men ) becauſe hee re- 
pents not, hee loſeth the king- 
dome of Heaven ; when hap- 
pily had hee repented, hee had 
loſt neither the kingdome nor 
heaven. 

Hee that will learne the beſt 
art for preſerving of ſtates, let 
him read thedecalogue, he ſhall 
find there in ten lines dictated 
by the holy Ghoſt, thoſe di- 
rections that are the. moſt aſ- 
ſured for the achieving of hea- 
ven, and the leaſt deceirfull for 
loveraigntie upon earth : Poli- 
cie1sa Seaſoinconſtant,ſo tar- 
bulent, that there is no place 
to bee found in it where wee 
have nor ſeene one Prince or 
ether caſt away, itisapeeceof 
ArchiteQure ſo decayed,thar it 
alwayes 


DAVID perſecuted, 13 


1 alwayes threatneth to fall 
e downe, that to keepe the 
= frame of the world upon its 
a baſis, God, that heaven and 
J- earth may not be confounded, 
d permits it ſt1]l to bee totrering, 
Jy yet ſometimes under thoſe that 
R opſerye his owne precepts. 

- Samuel offers to depart;Saul 
F takes him by the Shart of 
Y his garment and teaxes it : 
j Even fo ſhall the king- 
i dome of Iſrael bee rent 
y from thee , addeth the 


— 
- 


P rophet, 


- 

bi 1 Oenot (Oh yee Princes), 
ti ſpoile your ſubjects; Ler 
f | theveſtments of the Prieſts be 
t | facredinyour eyes :; Hee that 
pi | ſpoilerh 


| 


14 DAVID perſecuted, 


ſpoileth the ſubject is not a 
Prince , hee 18a Tyrant : hee 
lofech the name if hee loſe 
not the eſtate. 

God hath many times made 
garments expreſfe his inren- 
tions, peradyenture becauſe 
they are in ſome ſort a partof 
our ſclves while they are unt- 
red to us. The ſpirits which 
continually exhale our of our 
bodies, are thoſe that cauſe this 
union. 

The Coats of beaſte are very 
certaine ſ1anes of their nature, 
as the Garments of men are of 
their conceir, for as that appa- 
rells the one kind, ſo the other 


doth the other. Every Coun- 


trie hath its difference of Gar- 
ment becauſe each hath irs dif- 
ference of conceit, which hath 
not'a cloathing of her owne, 


hath 


DAVY1D perſecuted, 15 


hath not a Prince of her owne : 
Againſt ſuch a one peradyens« 
ture o:1e of the Prophets ex- 
claimed 1n threatning tearmes 
when hee ſaid, Woe be to you 
which goe clad in ſtrange gar- 
ments: Ir may goe for a kind 
of a ſure roken,that if they haye 
not a ſtranger to their Soye- 
raigne,they would have one. A 
horſes coat ſhewes his conſtiru. 
tion,and a mans his inclination. 


Saul «nſwereth that he hath 
fun. d, yet prayes the 
Prophet againe to returns 
with him to the ſacrifice, 
and to honour him before 


the Elders of the people, | 


'L O leape from Religion 
to Hypocrifie , to _ 
an 


— > 


16 Dav1D perſecuted, 


and therewith to defend him- 
ſelfe,is not to ſerve Ged,bur to 
make God ſerve his turne, and 
when one cannot deceiye him, 
to deceive others by him. The 
cauſe of ſo greatan impierie is 
that execrable propoſition ne- 
yer enough deplored, That tis 
all one, to bee good, and to 
feeme good. This may bee true 
in regard of men whoſe know- 
ledge 1s bur opinion. 

No ſooner was Saul made 
acquainted with the will of 
God,burt hee ſeeks how to hin- 
der it ;znoſconer leaves hee to 
bee religious,but hee becomes 
a Politician ; as if the cunning 
cf ſtate which is nor ſufficient 
todefend us againſt men, were 
able to defend us againſt God, 

The certaine knowledge that 
a Prince 1s to loſe his eſtate, 
raiſes 


As. AA. _— 


ce Mt. _—— — At. I F MM * 


DAVID perſecuted, 15 


raiſes up many to looke after 
it. There 1s no fearing of him 
whoſe fortunes the heavens 
oppoſe,and men are very glad- 
ly inſtruments of Gods anger. 
If men were among us as Zea- 
loustoremunerate the good as 
they are to chaſtiſe the bad, 
and rewards were equall to pu- 
niſhments , peradventure the 
world would bee berrer than it 
1s : but becauſe puniſhment 
many times is accompanied 
with profit, and Reward with 
ſome loſe, men are more incli- 
ned to puniſh than to reward : 
Andit is very convenient that 
In this world the Chaſtiſe- 
ments ſhould be greater than 
the Rewards, to make ns know 
that in the other the Rewards 
ſhall be greater than the Cha- 
[tiſements, 

Samuel 


18 DAVID perſecuted, 
Samuel had ſaid that hee 


"i a 


would not retuine, yet 
hee returneth after! vard, 
thoughnot to ſacrt fice with 
Saul, yet to ſacrifice A- 


gag, not as eMmiſter of 


Hypecrifie, or of Policie 


but of Religion : Hee cau- 


4 


ſes Agag to bee by ought 


before. ham: that he might 


ſlay him. "op conſ1ders 


in him the Image of a T y- 


rant WAXEN fat with 4 


blood and ubſftance of his 


ſubjefFs, and trembling 


at the anger of God, The 
Prophet ſaith unto him ; 
As tiny {word hath 


made 


— — Y_ aw © @£AWD Tc» o- _ moo os ll. 


I 


DAVID perſecuted. 19 
made many women 


childleſle, ſo ſhall thy 
mother be made -bild.. 
leſſe among women, 


and ſo hee killeth him. 


Now yon why the Lord 

faid , Hee that ftriketh 
wich the ſword, ſhaft periſh with 
the ſword To adde force to the 
law of nature, that ſaith, Doe 
not that to another which thou 
wouldſ{t not have done to thee: 
but little would this, if God had 
not added, for that which thou 
doſt to another ſhall be done to 
thee : the one doth inſtru, 
andthe other terrifieus, If God 
ſhould nor fometimes puniſh 
lins tn this world, they would 
not beleeve that there is a God; 
if he ſhould alwaics puniſh ſins 
in 


"; 


20 DAVID perſecuted, 


in this worid, men would think 
there were no other world for 
them bur this, 


Samucl departeth te Ramah, 
and there mourneth for 
Saul, becauſe God repen- 
teth that hee had made 
bim Kang, 


Rinces may well thinke it 

L 1s no ſhame to remoye 
thoſe from their charge , that 
carry themſelves ſhametully 
therein : yerneed they not re- 
gard that falſe rule of policy, 
that to change their Miniſters 
before their time 1s to ſubmit 
themſelves to their ſubieds, to 
accuſtome them to diſlike of 
their Governours, and a preju- 
diciall thing to their dominion 
In 


DAVID perſecuted, 241 


in permitting them notto have 
the election, yet at leaſt the ap= 
probation of his Miniſters, who 
may thereby bee mor? apr to 
prefer the appetite of che peo« 
ple, before the ſervice of the 
Prince, The malignitie of men 
hath miſtaken the termes, this 
15not to give way to the peo- 
ple, tis bur to give them eare. 
It isno lofle of authoricie,bur a 
purckaſe, and it ſhall never ac 
cuſtome the ſubje&s ro com- 
plain of ſuch officers which de- 
ſerve well, to take away thoſe 
who deſerve ill, 

Man whois monlded of baſe 
matter attributeth to himſelfe 
more oftentimes than to God; 
who though hee can neyer re- 
pent, yer having choſen a Mi- 
niſter who turnerh coevill,doth 
ſpeake and worke as if hee re- 
pen= 


M1 


22 DAVID perſecuted, 


pented. And man who on ma: 
ny occaſions to repent, either 
repenteth not at all, or eiſe pro- 
ce2ds, as if he had not repented, 


T be lamentations of Samuel 
arpeaſe not God, and why 
ſhould his weeprngs ap- 
peaſe him for Sanl, when 
Saul himſ elfe weepes not ? 


_Þ Ow oft doth the righte- 
ous offer ſacrifice for the 
ſinner, whiles the (inner him- 
telfe is ſacrificingto the Devill? 
whites the oae labuurs to ap- 
peaſeGod,the other provoketh 
him farther. Ir might ſeeme 
unto God that the righteous IN» 
tercefior were a liar in craving 
pardon for him rhartrefuſeth it, 
it Gcd did not know that rhe 
ſinner 


DAVID perſecuted, 23 


ſinner 1s like to a mad man,who 
oft hath need of one of under- 
ſtanding to ſpeake to the Phy- 
ſician for him. 

God in ſome ſort complaines 
againſt Samacl, when he faith, 
How long wilt thou munrae for 
Saul? God could not ( if one 
may ay ſo) endure his lamen- 
ting, and not hearken to his 
ſuit, Theſe are thoſe waters 
which in a manner offer vio- 
lence to Heaven ; The Spirit of 
God moveth upon ſuch waters, 
and they make arivyer of ovlivi- 
on in Paradiſe, The tears which 
are ſhed, the prayers which are 
ſaid , ard the ſupplications 
waich are ſ-nr up to God for 
others,are 8s acceptable to God, 
and more peradventure than if 
they were made for them- 
elves ; They are eſteemed of 
more 


LAN? 


24 DAVID perſecuted, 


mor. merit, at leaſt in rogard 
of th> moralitie of the ion, 
VA hy th<+ doe fone Princes 
pe: ſwide themfutves that they 
ſa*1she the "b'*gario. 1; wherem 
thy are obligec to ſome one, 
when they yeeld him his ſait 
which hee hath made for ano- 
ther? Or to ſay more truly, 
why doe ſome favourites be= 
leeve that there 1s ſuch an im- 
piety in their Princes ? Let. 
them call to minde that the of- 
fice of a favourite is the office 
of an Angell, and onght there- 
fore to preſent the ſuits and 
ſupplications of the ſubjects ro 
their Lord, and to bring backe 
the gracious grants of the Lord 
unto the ſubjects; he that doth 
the contrary isa Diycll, and no 
Angell. 

Fil 


DAV 1D perſecuted, 25 


Fill thy horne with oyle 
( ſaith God to the Pro- 


phet ) and goe to Iſhai 
the Bethleemite, for a- 
mongſt his ſfonnes I 
have provided mee a 
King : Hee anſwers , 
How can I goe, for if 
Saul heare of it, he will 
kill me, 


Hus he anſwereth, not be- 
cauſe he feareth death, bur 
becauſe hee is defirous to doe 
ſervice untoGod; he much pri« 
zes his life in that caſe wherein 
to die is not coobey; Hence let 
thoſe that are imployed by 
their Princes learne th:t che 
death of the ſervant is ſeldome 
the ſervice of ths Lord. It 
B ought 


26 DAVID perſecuted, 


ought indeed to bee received 
couraglouſly, but neyer to bee 
encountred but when 1t is very 
uſefull, and when the dying is 
an obeying. A man of worth 
1s a high prized inſtrument of 
che greatnefle of his Prince, if 
heecares not to preſerve him- 
ſelfe ſor his owne fake, yet hee 
ought to be careful of preſerya- 
tion for his Lord and Maſters 
ſake. Every man that 1s fitted 
to die 1s not fit ro doe ſervice, 
It 1s trae alſo what I have faid 
even inthe common Souldier, 
(whole life rather than his brain 
4s:dedicared ro the Princes fer- 
vice) that he ought alſo ro en- 
deyourto obey, and not to die. 
Hee 'thac runnes headlong on 
geath,doth not ſpend his life to 
the advantage, but cafts it away 
to the lofſe of his. Lord his ſer- 
vice 


DAVID perſecuted, 25 


yice 15 to overcome, and not to 
die, and indeed they loſe that 
are [laine. To expoſe needleſ- 
ly to death that body which can 
doe ſervice to its Prince, bur 
whiles it lives, isa moſt pernici- 
ous deftre of vaine glory, con- 
trary to good policy, againſt 
good military diſcipline, and 
an affetion full of deceit and 


flattery ; into which even the 


Generals whoſelite 1s moſt pre- 
tions, doe often precipitate 
themſelves, as if 1t were a grea- 
rer bravery to fight than to 
command. Burt that Army is 
but ina bad taking (pardon me 
this digreſſion ) whoſe ſafery 
confiſterh in the arme, not.in 
the braine of the Generall. To 


know how tocommand well in 


warre, is a part of the 1magina- 
ue taculty. The imagination 
B 2 to 
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to worke well requireth a good 
meaſure of hear, whoſe con- 
crary is feare, which how little 
ſo ever it bee, the other abates, 
and how little ſo ever that a- 
bares, the imagination is diſtur. 
bed; whence it comes to paſſe 


that to bee afraid and to com- 


mand well cannot ſtand toge- 
ther : But how many are there 
that incited more by Honour 
than by Courage,do bothfight 
and feare > theſe may handle 
the ſword well, but yer not apt 
for command, The heatingof 
the braine is not in our owne 
power, as is the managing of 
the hands: wee have no con- 
mand over that, howſoever ab- 
(-. re A-minion we have over 
1 >, for otherwiſe c0- 

> not blame wor- 

f nature neceſſa- 

rily 


DAVID perſecuted, 2Q 


rily in us. Thence it followes 
that chere 15 no greater or ſurer 
ſigne of a brave courage than 
to command well in a barrel]; 
where both Reputation and 
life, yea, and many times the 
State It {elfe comes upon the 
[[age. 


The Lord willeth Camuc| to 
take him a ealfe oul of 


the flock, and to ſay that 


hee 1s come to doe ſaert- 
fice, 


Ecauſe God could faccour 

him by orcdinarie meanes, 
hee would not have recourſe ro 
extraordinary. If hee ſhould 
alwayes bee doing of miracles, 
men would not thinke his Pro- 
vidence io great in creating 
B 3 the 
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30 DAVID perſecuted, 


the ſecond cauſes ; and if hee 
never uſed miracles, hee ſhould 
not perhaps be knowne to bee 
Almightie. Where God wor- 
keth many miracles, there is 
commonly greatneed of them; 
and where there 1s ſuch need, 
there is bur little faith. When 
hee is not knowne by his Im- 
preſſion, ſtamp, or Image, which 
hee hath imprinted in the 
things by him created, then he 
finderh it requiſite to make 
himſelfe ſeene inthe workesof 
his Omniporencie, 


Samuel obeyeth the Lord, 
goeth and calleth Iſha 
and his ſonnes to the ſacri- 
fice, and looking on Eliab 
ſuppoſeth him to bee the 


mMA)s 
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man whom hee ſhould AN-. 
nopnt, becauſe hee is the 


talleſt and the goodlieſt of 


perſon, 


Had the Prophet beene of the 
opinion of thoſe Philoſo- 
phers, who have cenſured 
men of great ſtature to bee 
void of wiſdome, hee would 
not at the firſt ight ſo much 
have reſpected the talneſſe 
of ſtature. I for my part am. 
not of that opinion, bur doe 
hold icto bee moſt falſe, 


F thoſe Philoſophers belee- 
ved the neerenefle of the 
braine to the ſtomack, doth 
trouble the operations of the 
underſtanding, and it they have 
allo imagined to themlelves, 
B 4 thar 
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32 DAVID perſecuted. 


that the vitall ſpirits which 
aſcend from the heart, may 
bee made animall ſpirits. for the 
ſervice and operation of the 
Braine are nnapt for ſuch effe&, 
unleſſe they bee firſt lomewhar 
cooled ( becauſe of the incom- 
patibilitie of wifedome with 
heat) wherefore have they nor 
alſo affirmed the taller fort of 
mento be wiſer than the little, 
as having their Braine farther 
diſtant from the perturbations 
of the ſtomack,and their ſpirits 
not ſo hot by reaſon of their 
long way, and larger diſtance 
from their Originall ? Perad- 
venture they are deceived, in 
thar they beleeye that men are 
alwayes great by the forming 
P wer,through the ſuperabun- 
dince of matter, not obſerving 
that many times there concur- 
reth 


DAv1D perſecuted, 33 


reth with it as a principall In- 
ftrument the Quantirie of hear, 
as it is commonly verified in 
thoſe whoſe talnefſe is accom- 
panied with {lendernefſe. It 
hath therefore been noted as a- 
trae obſervation, that the tall 
men that have little heads, and 
the little men which haye grear, 
have more Braine than the reſt, 
which commerh to paſle not as 
many haye thought, becauſe 
the little head in the great bo- 
dy, and the great in rhe little 
maketh a mediocrity in the or- 
dinarie (tarure of men ; which 
Is falſe if wee meatn:te the me- 
diocritie of the part in reſpect 
of the whole of which it 13 a 
part: But becaule the lirele head 
Ina great man, is8a (igne that 
the extenſion did proceed of 
neat, and by conſequence that 
B5 the 


24 Dav1D perſecuted, 
the littlenefſe of that member 
commeth through defe&t of 
matter in the bony and fleſhy 
parts, which being but ſmall, 
produceth the thinner and 
more delicate Organs which do 
riot obſtruct, or hinder the ope- 
rations of the braine, The lit- 
tle man having a great head, is 
an argument that 1t is full of 
braine, eſpecially if he bee bur 
ſlender, for jt cannot be aſcri- 
bed to the thicknefle of the 
$kull, becauſe that Nature would 
rather have imployed that mat- 
ter to have made the man tal- 
ler or greater, I am excuſable if 
I ſecke by reaſo1 to overthrow 
this doctrine, becauſe I am wil- 
{ing to verifie it by the exam- 
ple of mine owne [tature, 
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DAVID perſecuted, 35 
The Lord willeth Samuel 
not to regard the counte= 
nance of F.liab, nor the 
telncſſe of his ſtature , but 


hee had refuſed him, 


judging not as men doe by 
the outward appearance, 


but beholding the Heart, 


Oe here the vanirie of 

Metopolcopie and Phy(- 
oznomie is pointed at. Beauty 
or Comlineſſe is a moſt pertect 
conſonancie arifing our of the 
ſymmerrie and proportion of 
thefirſt Qualities: Ir gets in the 
eye becauſe it is faire ; Ir at« 
tracts the will becauſe it is 
good, it moves the vnderſtans 
ding becauſe | it is tre, T he Po- 
etsin the vanity of their fables 
haye 


Hats 


26 DAVID perſecuted, 


have haply come neere ynto the | 
cruth calling beautie by the 
name of the Sun,of the Stars,& 
of Heaven:lIr is certainly a pecce 
of that Harmony which the mo- 
tions and aſpeRs of the Hea- 
vens, of the Sun, and of the 
ſtarres doe incite, and hath ſuch 
a radiant light in it ſelfe, that 
(thongh wee know not why ) 
it doth if not inforce our 
minds, yet certainly incline | 
them ſtrongly. The Provi- 
dence of God hath ſecldome in- 
formed the faireſt body with 
the faireſt mind, that men 
mighr not beleeve, that from 
the ſame Harmony of tempera- 
ment of the ſtarres, from 
which procceds the Beautie of 
the one, that of the other did 
proceed likewiſe. 


that 


hat 


DAVID perſecuted. 37 


[hai having finally brought 


forth bis ſonnes before Sa. 
muel to the number of 
ſeven, hee refuſung them 
all. acketh whether he hath 
mo more : Iſhat ax(we- 
71g ,there 1s yet one which 
1s feeding of the ſheepe, 
the Prophet cauſeth him 
to be ſent far, and annoin- 
teth him im the midſt of 
his Brethren, being the 
[ame whom the Lord had 
appointed in the ſtead of 


Saul, 


Od having at firſt choſen 
for King, the talleſt thar 


was in Ifrac], chuſeth the ſe- 


cond 


$0 
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38 DAVID perſecuted, 


cond time the leaſt that was in 
the houſe of 1ſhai : The firſt ſha 
be laft, and the laſt ſhall bee firſt, 
(faith che Lord) who then 
choſe the laſt ro bee the firſt, 
There is no difference of time 
with God, in whoſe eternitie 
there isneither firſt nor ſecond, 
Theecldeſt may be ſtoureſt, but 
arenot uſually the wiſeſt. That 
renderneſfe that commenly 
enfeebleth the Children of our 
ofd Age,maketh the organs of 
their underſtanding more ten- 
der and delicare. T he cold of 
him that engendreth , gives 
them rhe more wiſedome, ard 
his organs the better diſcourle : 
whence it comes, that it the Jaſt 
begorten be commonly the 
weakeſt, yer they are oft and 
many times the wiſeſt, He that 
bringeth David trom the ſheep» 
hooke 


15 IN 


ſhaſ | 
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hooke to the ſceprter, and exal- 
reth him from the ſtable to the 
Kingdome, it is hee that 
humbled himfelfe from his 
Kingdome to the ſtable : Hee 
that is both a ſheepheard anda 
King, maketh him a King who 
was but a ſheepheard. There is 
akind of Analogiein a-l ſortsof 
Commands. He that faid that 
to know well how toorder a ta- 
ble, was a ſigne that hee knew 
allo how to marſhall an Armie, 
might as well ſay, that hee thar 
could well keepe a flock of 
ſheep, had the skill how to go- 
yerne a people well. 

God from the fold hath ta» 
ken Kings, from husbandry and 
hunting Tyrants, The hus- 
bandman will have the earthto 
produce that which natuia'ly 1t 
doth rot, and that it ſhould 
produce 


Ih bidet * 


40 DaAv1D perſccuted, 


produce hee wounds it, The 
hunts-man by ſhedding the 
blood of poore innocent beaſts, 
groweth to bee delighted: in 
Crueltie : Bur the ſheepheard 
conducts his flock to paſture, 
brings it back to the fold, pre- 
ſerveth ic from maladies, and 
defends it from wolves: his ra- 
king their m'lk, & their wool, 
1S4 disburthening of them, not 
a wounding. Let Kings -ame 
to take their Miniſters ſome. 
times even of the ſheepfold, 
The beit men are not alwayes 
m the greateſt Palaces : a lowly 
Cottage cfrentimes incloſes a 
mhigh ſpirit, and aragged rock a 
very cleere diamond, 
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The goed ſpirit departeth 


from Saul, and the evill 


one entreth mto him. 


Ods refuſals are the devils 
purchaſes: where the one 
departs, if the other enters 
not, hee at leaſt drawes very 


neere, either to perturb or to 
poſleſſe, 


Let us ſeeke out one that can. 


pray well( ſay the ſe erpants 
| ef Saul ) that the King 
may bee eaſed, when hee 


is moleſted by the evil 
ſpreat, 


Hey beleeved peradven- 


tore - that the Mclancho- 


lick humour being ſtirred up, 
chey 


- 
= = 


42 DAVID perſecuted, 


they that are oppreſſed by it 
might bee eaſed by melodie, 
There have beene lome of 
opinion that Melancholie is 
produced of the devill. The 
wiſer ſort if they did not be- 
leeve that it is of his producti. 
on, yet judged thar it may ealſi- 
ly prove to be of his introducti- 
on, and therefore termed it 
the Bath of the devill, becauſe 
it is the Lees, becauſe it 1s black, 
becauſe it hath an Analogie | 
with the darkneſſe of fimne : 
The occaſion of their beleefe 
was the ſeeing ſometimes how 
by the fixation thereot men 
were lifted up or elevated in an 
extalie : Yea, and ſometimes 
how the ſharpneſſe thereof irri- 
rating the braine, and ſtirring 
the Images therein, hath made 
ſome to ſpeake things whereof 
before 


DAVID perſecuted, 43 


before they were not held ca- 
pable; whence Irthinke it came 
to paſſe, that many oppreſſed 
with the greatnefſe of the effes 
produced by this humour, have 
often judged the animal! ſpirits 
cobe infernall ſpirits, 

[ deny not, there are found 
ſome melancholicke perſons 
poſſeſſed with devills, or that 
melancholy is an apt bath for 
the devill ; bur I affirme it nor 
only of the grofle, thick and 
dak melancholie, but even of 
that alſo which produceth the 
ſubrileſt and lighteſt ſpirits. He 
hath need of a&ive bodily 1n- 
ſtruments for his operations 
in the body. Hee joynes him- 
ſelke therefore gladly with the 
lubtileſt and fineſt ſpirits, be- 
cauſe they being in ſome ſort 
of a middle nature, being cor- 
poreall 


hit - 


44 DAVID perſecuted, 


poreall and incorporeall, are a 
more proportionate receptacle 
for a ſpirit to unite himſelfe to 
a thing that is meerely corpo. 
reall. An ancient Sage beleeyed 
that our foule which hee ima- 
gined ro bee at firſtclothed 
with aire, had need of the like 
organs to joyne it tothe body, 
whereunto hee thonghr it not 
united buraſſiſtant ; neither are 
there wanting among the Di- 
vines thoſe that haye conceived: 
the Angelstobe clothed in like 
manner, 


They tel Saul of David, that 
he tt ſtrong, a valiant mas 
of war, can play well, is a 
wiſe and a comely perſon, 
and that God is with him. 

How 


< 


DAVID perſecuted, 45 


T Ow ſhould the devill con- 
cinue his poſſeſſion, being 
to bee aſſailed with ſo many 
prerogatives, but that finding 
in them ſome rayes of the glort- 
ous Archangell Atchael, hee 
muſt needs flie and hide him- 
ſelfe in the bottomleſſe pir of 
hell ? 


Saul ſendeth to Iſha! for his 
ſonne that keepeth the 
ſheepe, whom Iſhai doth 
ſend unto him with ſome 
preſents, 


En ought not to come 
before Princes without 
preſents, nor to depart from 
mem withour thankſgivings. | 
Sau 
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46 DAVID perſecuted, 


Saul maketh him bis Armouy. 
bearer , and writes 'vnti 
his father that bee deth 
rot ſend him his ſonne 4. 
game, becauſe hee hath 


found favour i his ſroht, 


Nd who 1s hee that 1s ſo 

gracious in the eyes of 
Saul £ Itiseven hee that is to 
take his Kingdome from him: 
It 1s an extraordinarie thing 
amongſt men, that their loves 
become their overthrowes : the 
affections ofa corrupt mind, like 
thoſe of adiſeaſed body, are al- 
wayes pernicious ; nor are they 
motions of Nature, but the 
motions of that which hath 
deſtroyed Narure, ſhee irclines 


107 to that which corrupts:her, 
if 
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DAVID perſecuted, 47 


if ſhee be not already corrup- 
ted; and if ſhee bee corrupted, 
ſhee is dead, ſhee is gone. 


David ſt ung and played when 
Saul was vexed with the 
Devil, and then the De- 
vill left him, not becauſe 
of Davids muſic, but his 
G oodneſſ, e 


Ad the devilla bodie, Mu- 
1fick might haply bee able 
tochace him out, being unable 
to endure the power of Melo- 
die : hee who is a friend to it, 
15an enemie to ſfinne. One that 
writ hereof, tooke the deligh» 
ting in Harmonie, tobe amo- 
rall ſigne of Pradeſtination : 
Sinnediſcompoſeth all the con- 
lonancies in man, making a diſ: 
cord 


"1 
| 


thai al. 


' | 
; 1 
$1087! j 


48 DAVID perſecuted, 


cord between the inferiour and 
ſaperiour parts, which is the 
cauſe of all evill, and finally of 
the laſt of alldiſſonancies,which 
is Death. 

Lt Health bee but a Harmony 
of the Temperament, and fick- 
nefſe a diſſonancie, why are hu- 

20urs moleſted > why farther 
diſtempered with divers me- 
dicaments, and not rather re. 
duced to a true temper with 
conſonancies? Muſick would be 
che trueſt medicine for all Mx 
I2dies, if wee knew the right 
and true proportion, and how 
to apply to cach thar kind of 
Conlonancie that would cor: 
rect it : If any acromatick mul- 
{:ck hath beene able to ſtir up 
the melancholik humour and 
toinrageir, why ſhould nor the 
contrary bee etfectuall ro quali- 
fie and reſtraine it ? It 
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DAVID perſecuted, 4.9 


{f Nature in our maladies did 
happily teelethatdue conſonan=- 
cie that were requilite , ſhee 
would peradyeature rouze u 
her ſelfe as well as the ſtring of 
an Inſtrument ; which though 
1: be without life, yer ſtirs and 
moveth 1t ſelfe, as ſoone as it 
feeleth a perfect union. Shee 
diſcovers the truth hereof, in 
thoſe that are ſtung or birren 
by the Tar:ntzli, when wee ſee 
that Nature ftrives not to deli- 
ver her felf2 from thar poyſor, 
untili face bee firſt ſtirred with 
that Conſonancie, whoſe pro- 
portion doth correct her. This 
. not proper to that malady a- 
lone, but a!l other I beleeve 
ould in che like manner d:e 
cured, if the Conſfonancies of 


all were as well krowne : ut 


te ignorance of mea, and rhe 
C diſcompolcyd 


whit - : 


5o DAVID perſecuted, 


diſcompoled nature of Sinne, 
makes us runne to the Phyſici- 
an, when wee ſhould have re. 
courſe to the Mulician. 


The Philiſtims come to aſ- 
ſault the Iſraelites, Saul 
_ his Armie goeth ty 

ncounter them, each of 
them planteth bis Armuie 
on the edge of a bill, and 
leave the valley berimiom 
them : There was inthe 
Philiſtums Army a man 
call,d Goliah. 


jug was a Giant, and hee 
þ - wasa baſtard ; The Giant 
hzrh for his Correlative theraſh 
and foole-nardy : hee being 
greater 
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greater than men, thinks him- 
ſelfe equall with God, as if 
where Humanitie doth end, 
there muſt needs Divinitie be- 
gin, and that there were not 
rather an infinite diſtance be- 
tweene, This is that Generati- 
on that opened the Cararafts 
of Heaven, which made the 
ſea overflow the Land ; Anti- 
quitie could no way defcribe 
them ſo well as to deſcribe 
their fighting againſt God, 

The greateſt ind1viduals of one 
dpecies, are for the moſt part 
Lucifeys, 

Hee was a Baſtazd, and 
Baſtards are commonly valo. 
rous, becauſe they come of Pa- 
rents that were 4 norous, The 
Birth and Parentag 2, Which or- 
anarily makes men hide their 
Talents, with the glories of 
GC 2 their 
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their forepaſſed Anceſtors, 
which bringeth them thar are 
preſcntand living asllcep, hath 
no place in theſe who being 
oftentimes poore and celpiled, 
ycrt finding in themſ{clves the 
ſpirit of thoſe that begot them, 
ina deſperate manner, get up 
ro the ſteepeſt of che mount of 
Glory, alwayesegged on by the 
bitter couches of cheir ſpotted 
beginnivg ; the continuall re: 
proach and perpetuall ſpurreof 
generous ſpirits, Bat 1f on the 
contrarie their minds bee de- 
jected wich their nuſcries into 
a deadileep, and Wil nit be ex- 
cited and awakened with the 
{harp (tings of Honour, they 
are not worthy to be reckoned 
amongſt men;whence it ariſe 
har Baſtards moſt comm only 
light uoonrhe extremes _ 
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of valour or of baſencie. 


This Goliah defieth the If 
raclites to a fungal, combat. 
hee TY COU? ires that the for- 
lane if the whole warre 
my 7 '% f - reſtr anne Fl lo the 
fortrme of one petty ducll, 


© hazard their whole for- 

tune, without hazarding 
at the ſame time all their forces, 
hath beene taken to be no well 
adviſed courſe : which yet per- 
adventure might doe well e- 
nough, Fm: -n could be conrent 
toloſe ail rheir fortune, before 
cy had luſt u!l their forces. 
The pre! ou: victories then 
might fac [Cat the turure. But 


ſuch C- nd] rions if ever they be 
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promiſed,are very ſeldome oh- 
ſerved, Such ſingle Combats 
are bat Preladiums to ſet bat. 
railes, and the happie ſucceſſe 
therem 1s rather a figne that 
men may conquer, than that 
they have done it. The Con- 
{tellacion of that party whoſe 
Champion hath beene Victor, 
3s then taken to be ftronger, 
when It {ball appeare that hee 
is governed by that which ap- 
perraines tothe King, andnot 
by his owne peculiar. 


T here was none among the 
Iſraelites, but was afi aid 
of this man, T he Keng 
promiſeth to grve him his 
daughter 7 " Marriage, 
that. thall overcome him, 

Rewards 
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Ewards make yalour ap- 
peare, which lay hid be- 
fore : they produce 1t, they doe 
not create it, It 1s great pru- 
d:ncein menromoderate their 
promiſes when they are in great 
dangers : To make too large 
ones, is a token of feareful- 
nefſe, and oftentimes doth not 
prevent the danger, bur chan- 
gethir: Todeliver from great 
dangers, yeelds great reputati- 
on ; Rewards increaſe ſtrength 
and reputation, and ſtrengeh 
endangers the State : Frem 
hence it comes that Promiſes 
are not kept, not becauſe they 
are made with pnrpoſe not to 
keep them, but becauſe men 
are changed with their change 
of fortune, and hee that ſhould 
performe, is no longer the ſame 
that promiſed. 


David. 


C. 4 


56 DAVID perſecuted, 
David , who was returned 
home, comes now into the 
&rmae, to bring certamme 
preſents to the Offtcers, 
under whom his Brethren 
aia ſerve : Hee enquire 
ke! concerning the buſineſſe T 
*FE hand : Hee atkes what 
ſhall be the reward, His 
elder brother Tebukes bim 
of pride and overweenng, 


"THis man Gifcernes not 

Pridefrom Fortitude, Þe- 
cauſe hee looked on his brother 
with an envious eye, not will 
an eye of love. TI here are ma 
ny vertues which have their 0- 
perations common with vice, 
being diſtinguiſhed only by the 
Intent: 
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Intent : which becauſe ir can- 
not be ſeene, 15judged of by 0» 
thers, and muns judgements 
are not alwayes wiihout patii- 
on, 1t ſeldome happens that 
they judge without crrour. He 
would not have any adyenture 
on that which hee dares not ad- 
venture on : T hoſe defects that 
are common, ſeeme rather the 
efe&s of mankind.rhin of any 
particular perſons : hee layes 
tneblame on us, that i;y being 
free from ſuch defects himtelte, 
acquites nature of them too, 


C 5 I2avid 


hdit 1 


58 DAVID perſecuted, 
David 2s brought bifore 
Saul, who ſeeing him ſo 
Foung, telleth him that he 
2s not able to fight with 
the Grant, who was expe- 
Tuenced 1m warre from his 


youth, 


| YRinces ought not to put 


any upon a great enter- 
prize, who hath not firſt beene 
brought up and tried in things 
of the like nature. Danger hath 
not the ſame looke with ic when 
wee are neere it, as when wee 
areat adiſtance ; when t18 far 
off from us, our underſtanding 
repreſents only the Honour 
and the Profit; bur when wee 
approach face to face, wee fee 
nothing oftentimes, but the 
horrour of Death, Ic 
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ic is true that Courage 13 a 
reall thing 1n a man, yetneyer- 
theleſſe hze knowes not that he 
hath ir, till experience hath 
made him know that hee hath 
had ir. There are many that 
prove better npon trial] than 
they thought they ſhould have 
done ; and many come ſhort of 
the opinion they had ofthem- 
ſelves, Wiſe men are very 
fearfall of danger, becauſe they 
haye conſidered well of it : bur 
when they come totry it, and 
are no longer to conſider of it, 
they ſtand no longer in feare of 
ir, On the contrary, they which 
are of lictle judgement, 1ma=- 
gining all things alike , when 
they find it otherwiſe than they 
imagined, they grow alſo ma- 
ny times to be other manner of 
men, than before they held 
themſelyes for. David 


60 Davip perſecuted, 
David ts encounter this doubt | 
of Saul, declareth how hee 
had ſmitten Beares, and 
how hee had flaine Lions, 
O recount our owne | 
doughty Acts 1s offen. ' 
times vanitie, here it is of ne- 
ceſlitic : heedid not rehearſe it 
to ſhow that hee had overgone 
great Margers, but to undergoe 
greater; notto be commended, 
bur to | bee commanded. 

Saul reſofves to let David 
goe to ot ; Hee puts 
on himbis avne Armour, 
which David being the 
able to manage, puts it off, 


'Ven as little men cannot 
fight well with great Ar- 
MOurs, 
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mour, fo neither can the leſſer 
Princes with thoſe greater. He 
that harh not fitted himſelfe 
with armour of h13 owne, is not 
to fight in anothers, Parroclz 
came not to his Death rill hee 
put on that of Acrilfes, This is 
the common Doctrine of the 
Politicians, yer I rake it ſome- 
times to faile in regard thar 
there are often found men of 
that worth, that ike Oltriges, 
they convert others Armes in- 
to their owne ſubſtance. This 
may come to paſſe, when one 
receiving an Armie without a 
Head, makes kimſelte ro bee o> 
beyed, and managing them by 
his valour, brings himſclfe into 
great eſtimation ; It Generals 
that were no Princes, have 
ſometimes drawne by ſuch 


meanes the Armies to be At 
their 


62 DAVID perſecuted, 


their Devotion, and have got- 
ten Kingdomes by ſuch Ar- 
mies as were not their owne, 
why ſhould not a valorous 
Prince be able to doe it by the 
Armes of his Friends ? 


David goeth with his ſtaffe 
and = ſling , with five 


ſmooth ſtones againf the 


Giant. 


Ee had no need of other 
i 3} Armour, hee was armed 
with his confidence in God, 
Hee which hath this Armour, 
can never periſh : If we hap 
pen to be deceived, tis becauſe 
wee deceive our felves, having 
our confidence in thoſ= things 
in which wee oughrnor, or not 
having ſo much as wee ought: 
[0 
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tobring forth a true at of Con- 
fidence,)s a very difficult thing: 
There 1s requiſite a great 
aſhſtance of God to make one 
truly and. only relie on the 
helpe of God. If ſuch as were 
more frequent among(t us, we 
ſhould not haply account fo 
many Events to bee miracles, 
They that teach us how not- 
withitanding our Confidence 
m God, wee ought to doe as 
much as wee can, or otherwiſe 
n ſtead of truſting in God wee 
ſhould preſume upon him,their 
meaning may haply bee, that 
were buta raſh preſumption 
to perſwade our ſelves that wee 
have produced any true at of 
Confidence ; bur not if wee 
firmly beleeye that God for 
his part would affuredly helpe 


us, when wee for our part 
ſhould 


6 4 DAVID perf cutcs, 
ſhouid produce ſuch an AR, 


The G:ant derides David, 
CU rſ, eth CY da if daines him, 
but hee putting a ſtone t 1 
has ſung, throwes it at 

REY him , pitteth him 1n the 

forehead, makes him fail 

groveling on his face to 
the ground, and Tuning 
upon how catteth off hrs 

Lieb head with his ſword, 


= hath beene an ordinaric 
WIL thing in ſingle combars, be- 
[*MP \ riveene a gienr-like man and 
one of a meaner ſtarure, that 
tne [trtle man hath had airvayes 
the better : The Philoſophers 
would m_ ire the canſe to 
the 
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the Courage which is counted 
to be greater in the lefſer heart, 
a (mail fire will hear a little 
roome, whena larger will ſcarce 
bee warmed with a great one. 
[ have no aſſurance inthis opt- 
nion, but would rather. adven- 
rare(if I ſhould notbe thought 
t00 bold) to athrme rhar Cou- 
rage conſiſtethnotin the Heart, 
as 15 commonly held both by 
the ignorant vulgar, and many 
of the learned : Whoknoweth 
that it isnot rather produced by 
the ſame imaginative facultie 
out of which feare alſo procee- 
deth'? how many that in their 
health were exceeding faint 
hearced, in raging firs have bes 
come raſh and deſperate, which 
was occalioned only by the 
hear of the Braine ? forif it 
pProcceded from that of the 
Hearr, 


— — _——_— -2 
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Heart, they that are diſtempe. 
red with fevers ſhould be al. 
wayes the moſt couragious ; 
and whart 1s1t that makes hope. 
lefſe men ſo reſolute ? Is it their 
Heart forfooth growne leſſe or 
more heated than it was before? 
or their underſtanding rather 
which ſuggeſterh unto them 
that there 1s no other way to 
eſcape death but by encoun- 
tring it ? To what purpole doe 
men ſpeake to cowards to ani. 
mate them ? Reaſons may in- 
deed worke upon the Braine, 
bur are not able ro heart the 
Heart : Who knoweth not. that 
the not knowing of the danger 
makes men adventurous ? 
Whence it comes that the w1- 
ſeſt are not alwayes the moſt 
couragions. Hardinefſe (and 
herein I refer my ſelfe rothe 
better 
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better learried ) 1s a certaine 
kind of madncfſe, conſiſting 
haply in a ho: diſtemper of 
the Braine, which permitterh 
no conſideration or diſcourſe 
of the danger of Death. Hee 
that in fighting thinkes hee 
ſhall be flaine, cannot fight 
couragiouſly, And albeit the 
Philoſophers define the valiant 
man to be ſuch a one as know= 
Ing the perils goes to encouns 
terthem, becauſe it is juſt aud 
honeſt. I beleeve it ought to be 
underſtood before hee entreth 
intothoſe dangers,becauſeafter 
he is once engaged, if he knew 
them hee would faint. A wiſe 
man wasof the minde,that fen- 
cers were more fearfull than 
others, becauſe they knew the 
danger more than others : Iris 
not therefore the Heart,but the 

Braine, 


68 DAVID per ſcented, 
Braine, and if it come from the 
Heart, 1t muſt be 1n regard that 
the ſame 1s the oricioall of all 
tne operations of the Minde, 
The Divines going a furer 
way, would refolye th1s pro: 
bleme by faying, that it hath 
beene the pleature of God by 
humilitie to overthrow Pride, 
and by the leaſt things to abalz 
the greateſt : If it were not 
ſonot only in men, but allo ia 
States and Empires, there 
would benotides and ebbes 1n 
the world, but hee that waz 
once the greateſt ſhould al 
wayes ſo continue, ſeeing hee 
could not be overcome by 1 
] cſjer, 

The Politicians would al- 
leaze Diſdaine to be the caule : 
hee that deſpiteth his enemie, 
Goth not ſtrive viith all Nis 
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might, but employing ſome part 
only, ard that with no great 
ed, 1s often overcome by one 
who being weaker than Ree,op- 
poſeth him with the urmolt of 
kisſtrengeh and cunning: One of 
the greateſt errours chat I have 
obſerved in great Porenrates, 
hath beene toſfce how appiying 
their forces on an enterpriſe, 
they have rather taken meaſure 
of the enemie than themlclves, 
oppoſing againſt him only ſo 
much of rheir ſtrength, as they 
conjetured to bee anſiveravle 
to the preſent afaires ; and 
whereas with a greater Power 
they might have beene ſure of 
vitory,with an equall one they 
have either loſt ir, or atleaſt 
prolozged the warres with 
more expence of men and mo- 


ney, Icis very difficult to mea- 
ſure, 


70 DAVID perſecuted. 


ſure the proportion of thing, 
by their Beginaings, Childrens 
garments mult be allowed to be 
ſomewhat larger than them- 
ſelves, leſt they growing grea- 
rer,the garments become toolit. 
tle. It is enough for a meaner 
man if at the beginning hee bee 
enabled to retiſt a greacer, that 
ſo he may bur get him reputa- 
tion, and by the meanes there» 
of hee can procure himſelfe ad. 
herents and protectors, 


The Graiit was no ſooner 
[lame but the Army of the 
Philiſtims being diſcom- 
futed, betakes tt ſelfe to 
flaght - and the ] [raelites 
purſ! uc and /lay them, 
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Hat Armie whoſe traſt 1s 

in the (traightneſle of tome 
paſſage, in the height of any ſ1- 
tuation, inthe ſtrengrch of their 
Trenches, in the valour of a 
man, or in any one ſpeciall 
thing of good defence, is eaſily 
overcome by him who ſhall be 
aſſuredly perſwaded, that if he 
can but overthrow ſuch a parr, 
or (lay ſuch a man, or paſſe 
through the difficulties of ſach 
a hill, or ſach fortifications, he 
ſhall find no other reſiſtance, 
and therefore-ſhall hee ſer for- 
ward yery ſtoutly and couragt- 
oully : Becauſe men having 
once loſt that by which they 
were confident they ſhould o- 
vercome, being dcjected,thinke 
there is nothing left that can de- 
tend them agaivſt the valour of 


their enemies. Burt that Armie 
| which 
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which relies upon it intireſelfe 
equally throughout is in a man 
ner invincible, It may perad. 
venture bee roated, utterly dil- 
comfired it cannot ; Every one 
will 6ght tothe Death, becauk: 
Every one truſting 1n himſelf 
' W111 not diſtruſt © f the victory, 
6 5:80] untill he hath loſt his l.fe, 
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YTEehow fading or howdil- 
Noieafing the memory of be- 
nefirs 1s in Princes, either Saul 
did nor remember Daztd, or 
elſe heewas nor willing to re- 
member him : Hee that bur a 
little before had found fo much 
favour in h1s fight, hath now 
loſt it both in his ſight and me- 
morie : I he memory of a bene- 
fic laſts well, if it Jaſts as long as 
the benefir, and the reſpe that 
15 degotten thereby often dies 

| before 1ts Father. If Reaſons 
may bee rendered for the 
at.Ction of a Prince towards a 
Courtier, bee they drawne of 
Profit or out of Pleaſure, or 
whether accompanied with 
Honeltie, yet is It a thing but 
of [mall continuance : If it fol- 
low Reaſon, ir formes-a habit 
of which commeth ſarierie, and 

D if 
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ifit be not grounded on Rex 
ſon, the ground of ſuch affetti. 
on faileth. It is a vanity to 
thinke our ſelyes able to yeel( 
a reaſon of the affetionate fa 
vours of Princes : Thoſe are 
great,and {lowly will they end, 
for which there can no reaſon 
be given how they came tobe- 
gin. There are ſtarres which 
incline - them thereunto by 
their influences, . neither ate 
thoſe loves alwayes happie, for 
neither are the aſpects of theſe 
alwayes favonrable : In this 
manner haply that great 
ſcholler meant it, though he 
was not ſo underſtood, when 
hee ſeemed to doubr, whether 
ary reaſon could be given ofthe | 
Inclinations of Princes , 0 
whether they depended on the 
Courſe of their Nativitie, And 
wheress 
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whereas in all other occurrents 
hee had ſhewed himſelfe a 
friend unto reaſon, hee neyer 
ſpake of this Argument or mat- 
ter,but made a preſent recourſe 
unto Deſtinie, which having 
once coupled and conjoyned 
with the courſe of the Nativity, 
there is no doubt but he meanr 
it by the operation of the 
ſtarres. Politicians may ceaſe to 
teach the waies to obtaine the 
favourof Princes; men muſt be 
borne to it,not taught it. A man. 
may by his valour and wiſe- 
dome make himſelfe well eſtee- 
med, but yet not beloved. 


When hee had made an end of 
ſpeaking, the ſoule of lo- 


nathan was knit with the 
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76 DAVID perſecutca, 
ſoule of David, ma ky 
of Amitte, 


Onderfull things ar: 

Friend{hip and Love, 
whence they proceed ( withal 
reſpe&t, and far from all pre. 
ſumption be it ſpoken) mer 
have not yet well declared for 
all their Philoſophie. Some 
have thought them to bee the 
daughters of Abundance, and 
of Want: but this were a faxing 
of Love and Amitie with im: 
perfeftion, and to deny th: 
prime and chiefe love which 
v;ce call the holy ſpirit : forin 
the three divine Perſons there 
can bee no defe(t. The reſt 
the Philoſ>phers, have deduced 
en-* originall from the fimill- 
rude of the parties loving, ſome 
from 
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from the Heaven, ſome from 
the ſtarres, ſome from the tem- 
per, ſome from ths Manners, 8 
ſom: fiaally from the features, 
yet peradventure they have all 
miſtaken : for it love came from 
rae reſemHblance, a man ſhould 
rather love the male than the 
female , and whereas Love is 
but feldome reciprocall, it 
ſhoald be alwayes anſwered 
wit like affeCtion 1; ſeeing one 
thing cannot be ſaid ro bee Hhke 
another but chat the other mult 
alſobe I:ke to it, I beleeve that 
there are fome Conſtellations 
conducing to Friendſhip, and 
Others ro Love, which produce 
In th: icſabject,a kind of lovely 
Character which commeth not 
of the Temper, bur rather of 
lome (1 know not what) ce- 
leſtiall imoreffions which the 


2 Heavens 
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Heavens and ſtarres with their 
operations have left imprinted 
in that tender body, and that 
hee is moſt beloved that hath 
moſt thereof, and that hee who 
hath lefle cannot be the obje& 
of Love, but onely of good ' 
will or reſpet., The reaſon 
whereof is becauſe Beantie is 
the objcct of Love : Yet not 
Beauty which 1s like unto ours, 
but that which is greater,other- 
wiſe there would not (nonotin 
Patria ) be any loye towards 
God: And if ſometimes here we 
love our equal], itis either be- 
cauſe then wee ſee none more 
worthy, or becauſe wee doe not 
reflet thereon. Bur onely that 
excellence which is in God is 
the adequate object of Loye,be- 
cauſe that onely which 1s in 


God is the adequarcd objet of 
our 
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our will : and if wee could fee 
him as hee is, hee ſhould infal- 
libly make us loye with him. 
But becauſe wee are here as bur 
in /7a, he is not{orepreſented 
tons 2: we turne our eyes to ad. 
mire that celeſtjall Beaurie 
where we finde it beſt imprin- 
tedamong us, and 1s often ter- 
med Gratia diviſata, which con- 
ſiſteth neicher in the ſymmetrrie 
ofthe Humours, nor the Pro- 
portion of the Lineaments, al- 
beir it ofcentimes accordeth and 
agreeth well with them both 
when it is not hindered by any 
detect in the matter, and fo 
ſometimes, bur not alwaies the 
fiireſt bee the beſt beloved. 
Hence we may learne the rea- 
ſon of he lictle correſpondence, 
and the much murability 1n 
Loye : It isnot alwayes coun- 

D 4 terchanged 
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terchanged, for if the greater 
Beauty be beloved, that which 
15 beloved will net lovethat 
which loveth it. Ir is changed 
as ofr as there is repreſented to 
us greater beauty than which 
wee loye. Yet it is not ſuffici. 
ent that it be repreſented unto 
as, if wee doe not refleCt upon 
with a deſire, and therefore 
many leave not their firſt loye, 
becauſe they permit not any 
new object of loye to enter in- 
to their mind. 


Saul ſuffereth not avid te 
returne home, but ſetteth 
him over his Armae : hee 
2s very gracious in the 
eyes of the people and par- 
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ticularly of the ſervants 4 
the K ng. 


| Son ſubjec& that 15s growne 
great, diminifheth the gio- 
ry of his Maſter : W he” cole 
ſhalla Prince rake thuu c .. *$ 
but of {lender worth ? If ke 
take nor worthy men tO [117 
how will he governe his Kee Jo 
dome 2? It heerake ſnch, how 
willhee beaKing ? Hee is not 
King over others that hath in 
bis Palace a greater man thai 
himſelfe. IF his ſtare be anſer- 
tled, heloferh his ſtate ; if che 
{tare be ſafe, his reputarion : 
With great reaſon men might 
complaine- of Nature, it they 
were not for the moſt part com- 
manded oy the better, He that 
wids the Scepter, is not the 
D 5 King, 
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82 DAVID perſecuted, 


King, hee 15 but the ſervantof | 
his Miniſter who obeyeth him, | 
Crownes come by Inheritance, 
tis true ; but not the faculties of 
ruling : Iffortane give thoſe to 
whom ſhee pleaſeth, Nature 
diſpoſerh the other to him that 
deferves. That Propofitionof 
the Philoſophers is moſt true, 
that ſome are bound ro Com- 
mand and others roobey : This 
is confirmed by him that di- 
vided the fignes of the Zodiack 
into commanding ard obey- 
ing fignes. This truth is not 
overthrowne by ſeeing him to 
hold a Scepter that was borne 
fitter for the mattock , though 
hee play the King, he is nota 


King. 
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DAV ID perſecuted, 8 2 
David commeth to leruſa- 
lem. with the Head of the 
Grant, the women meet 
bim,reoycing and aſcribe 
more to him im their fing- 
ng than to Saul, who # 


aiſpleaſed thereat, 


Hort and unhappie are the 
.Jfavours of the People, ſhort, 
for like the floating ofthe ſea ir 
is toſt with every winde; a Sea - 
thatin the ſame haven wherein 
one time it hath ſecured ſhips, 
another ſinkes them. Unhap- 
pie are they, becauſe it 15 asa vi- 
olent ſtarre, whofe radial 
beames may be good, bur not 
lacky;itnever raiſeth any bur to 
make their down-falls the grea- 


ter : unhappie love becauſe ic 
hath 


84 DAVID perſecuted. 


hath for a Correlative the Prin. 
ces hatred : ThePrince is not 
Lord of that people that loveth 
another better than him : If he 
be Maſter of their bodies and 
meanes.,the other is Maſter over 
their Hearts and minds : Bur 
good God ! how ſhall a man be 
have himſelfe ? muſt a mans ya» 
lour needs become his infelici- 
tie ? A wiſe man may indeed 
not defire applauſe but hee can- 
not hinder it, except he leaye 
thoſe qualities for which he is 
applauded,or depart from them 
that applaud him. Oughr hee 
then to forgoe the Talents 
which God hath beſtowed on 
him 2? or employ them only a- 
mong w1ld beaſts in the horrid 
wildernefles, or in ſolitary pla- 
ces ? The eminent vertue of 
men, if it be not the canſe of 
their 
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their Death, 1s ſo of their Ba- 
niſhment : Ar the firſt they are 
ſought tro out of neceſlitie, and 
then againe they are expelled 
under colour otneceſſitie. The 
Tree that was eſteemed for its 
ſhadow, to ſhelter us from the 
heat of the ſummer, is after- 
wards cnt downe to defend ns 
from the cold of the winter, 
The ſame man whom Princes 
embraced in the heart of their 
neceſſity, 1s he whom they cur 
downe inthe cold of their je- 
loulte, 


Saul fence that never locked 
aright on David. 


Ature teacheth when 
wee looke On our enemie 
togivea violent Metum toour 
alpect, 
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86 David perſecuted, 


alpet, whether by ſtaring 
fiercely,or looking askew upon 
him, toſtrike him with our ve- 
ry ſpirits, and with the greateſt 
quantity and worſt quality that 
may be, He thatchinks chem not 
toiſfſue our of the eyes,and that 
they proceed not to touch the 
object, when it 1s neere them, is 
deceived, and hee that beleeves 
it, will not deny that they haye 
their operation on that ſubject, 
If the only diverſitie of the a- 
ſpe& make the ſelfe ſame radia- 
tion of the ſtarre, to be ſome- 
times gratious, and ſometimes 
deadly, why ſhould not the 
eyes, being the ſtarres of this 
little world, have power to dt- 
verſifie their effects, according 
to the diverſitic of their aſpects. 


- it 


I! 
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[t was not long erethe Devil 
aſſaulted Saul agaime : 
and when David plated 
and ſung, to delrper him 
from the oppreſſion of the 
ſpirits . hee with 4 / peare 
in his hand. would have 
flame him, but David a- 
porded the blow and de- 
parted, 


Hat Tyrant 1s put to 

a ſhrewd pinch, that 1s 
growne jelous of a ſubject of 
worth and reputation : It hee 
kill him, hee feares the riling of 
the people : If he ſuffer him, 
hee doubts his rayſing of them. Wu: 
Now hee accounts himſelfe [0 ' 


$94,35; 


happy if in his oppreſiing bim, 
hee 


83 DaviD perſecuted, 


hee could make the faults of his 
will tobe laid upon the igno. 
rance of his underſtanding, and 
with the imputation of a mad- 
man {mother thar- of an un- 
ratefull. A moſt wicked peece 
of Policie, to make our greateſt 
defects the beſt inſtruments of 
our Government : There hath 
beene on2 that made uſe of 
draunkennefle,rto ſecure himfelfe 
of the moſt valorous man of his 
Armie ; and Sasl doth the like 
by his vexation with ſpirits to 
make D wid away : Such co- 
lourable carriages doe moyethe 
ienorant rout to compallion, 
rather than to rebellion, whiles 
they g1ve place to Princes to 
bewaile the death of thoſe, 
whom themſelves have {]aine, 
andto make them beleeverhat 
their teares of joy are tcares of 
z1Mmentation, Sau! 


, 
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DAVID perſecuted, 8g 
Gaul percerped that God was 
with David:, when hee 
could not ſlay him with the 


caſting of his ſpeare, from 
which h1s valour could not 
defend him becauſe hee 
did not expets it, neither 
bis wiſedome becauſe hee 


did not foreſee it. 


.] Ee that will know when 
God is with his enemie 
(and this is a morall and not a 
naturall knowledge ) let him 
not confider the conqueſts made 
dy his valour,and by that which 
wee call Prudence, bur the 
telpes he receiveth from natn- 
allinanimate things,as Clouds, 
winds, fires, ſnow, ice, raine 
and 


go DAVID perſecuted, 


and tempelis ; for they, as tis 
written, fulfil che. will of God, 
What availeth our valour if 
God be not with us ? and what 
15 our Prudence if God doe not 
m_ ? Ir is nothing (1 

peake of politick Prudence, ) 
for it 15 a good connexion of 
preſent, things with the future 
and thoſe that are paſt : butof 
that which 1s paſt, and which 
Is preſent, we know bur little, 
and of what is to come wee 
know nothing : For my part 
(in regard of future things) I 
eſteeme that as wee give unto 
God an unproper attribute of 
that which hee hath not, fo we 
ſuppoſe alſo a vertue in man 
which 1s notin him, God hath 
not properly any preſcience, 
becauſe there 1s nothing future 
in reſpect of him, neither is 
there 
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DAVID perſecuted, g1 


thereany Prudence in man, be- 
cauſe hee knoweth not what is 
tocome. T hat which is in God 
3$more properly tobe termed 
knowledge, becauſe it1s intui- 
tive, and the other in man may 
he called Chance, becauſe ir 
works on a ſubjet which may 
beor not be, 


Then Saul - to bee afratd 
of David. 


Hat the Prince ſhould be 

afraid of his ſubje&, and 
the ſubje& ſtand in feare of his 
Prince, hath beene accounted a 
Hdarmonie to hold the State 
dappily rogether. This opini- 
on howſoever it may ſeeme a 
witty conceir, while ſuch feare 
Keeps in the meane,& growerth 
NOC 


\ 
THI 
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not exceſſive, notwithſtanding 
1s moſt falſe : It 1s true that hor 
and dry may be corrected by 
degrees, even as heavy and 
light may by taeir Counter- 
poiſes, becauſe the degrees of 
the one are knowne, and the 
weight alſo of the other ; bur 
the afcctions of the minde can 
hardly be cofiterpoiſed, becauſz 
they have no firmeneſle nor 
meaſure. Feare hath too ſharpe 
a prick for thoſe that produce 
It, and 1s too troubleſome a 
paſſion to rhem that owne it; 
the one with the qualirics rhat 
make them to bee feared, are 
ſpurred on forward after the 
Government : The other can- 
xot willingly hold themſelves 
in, becauſe feare js a motion 
char isnot naturall bur violent, 
There isno man that deireth 
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not to free himſelfe of ic : The 
oreater part attemptir, andin 
attempting it the State istrou- 
bled. It the Prince be hee that 
feareth, he turneth to be a Ty- 
rant; and if any ſubje& make 
him(ſelfe feared, t'will breed a 
Conſpiracie;if the whole Com- 
munalty, a Rebellion, The 
ſubject ought to feare the 
Juſtice of his Prince, and the 
Prince that of God ; if a ſubject 
make himſelfe feared, he is no 
longer a ſubje&, or intends not 
tobe ſo, if the Prince beafraid, 
heis no longer Prince, or not 
lixe long tobee. To thinke to 
make a Prince good by Arr, 
may chance prove bur fopperie; 
they are rather borne to it chan 
brought to it ; The goodneſſe 
ofa Prince conſiſteth in I know 
aot what incxpreſlible myſtery, 
that 


04 DAVID perſecuted, 


chat cannot be knowne,nor cau 
be taught : It wanteth nothing 
of the laſt Individuation which 
gives it the being,and that ſame 
being and no other. This con- 
ceir of mine reſolves the 
Probleme that demandeth how 
it comes to paſſe , that many 
who in the managing of great 
affaires, were held to be capa- 
ble of the higheſt dignity and 
Dominion, having after atrai- 
ned toit, beenefound to be un- 
fit for it. 


Saul made David a Colonel 
over A thouf, and Souldi« 
ers,and ſaid after that hee 
would give him hes daugh- 
ter Merob tobe his wife, 


ſuppoſmng that to obtaine 


her 


3 


DAVID perſecuted, gy 


her, hee would ſo far ad- 
venture againſt the Phi- 
hiftins, that hee would be 


ſbaine, 


Aul would that David 

ſhould be ſlaine, but God 
permitted not that hee ſhould 
be paſt the ſhame of being 
wicked, till it could no more 
hurt David, that Says was paſt 
it. This errour of adyancing 
men that are riſing, and not to 
know afterward how to take 
them downe , hath ofren hap. 
pened even to thoſe that juſtly 
adwithour any offenceot God 
ought to have done it. A ſtarre 
ongh bur a Comer, becauſe it 
s a light that 1s newly up, 
(aweth all mens eyes to it, 
en theirs whoſe dammage 1t 
threatneth, 


56 Dav1D perſecuted, 


threatneth. A man of worth 
can noſooner beginto appeare, 
bur Princes begin to embrace 
him, thinking to raiſe them- 
ſelves by his Friendſhip, when 
indeed hee raiſeth himſelfe by 
theirs, notheeding that in ſtead 
of growing they decreaſe. It i; 
a difficult thing for one to ad- 
vance himfelfe,it he be not pro. 
rected or impugned by a great 
one : Many times when one 
hath begun to advance another 
by protecting him, hee raiſeth 
him higher by crofling of him, 
not becauſe its likely he wouid 
then ſecond him,but becauſe he 
knoweth not how to extin- 
guiſth him. Men are aſhamed, 
yea, and ſometimes aſraid to 
ſhew them(ſclves open enemies 
of one that 1s thought ro bee 
their friend who hath mm 
we 
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wellof them, and is accounted 
yalorous. They ſeeke then by 
ſabtile ſleights to overthrow 
him, and therewith advance 
him the more. They are not 
reſolved rouſe forceuntill rheir 
ſabtilities faile them, and when 
there isno ſecuritie inufing of 
force. Neither yet doe I com- 
mend it if they then goe about 
to ſecond them, for the things 
that are forward in growing 
ſhould never be ſeconded. Ca- 
tiline by being oppoſed w2s 0- 
verthrowne, and though in Ce- 
{ar it had not the like effect, it 
happened fo, becauſe he was 
firſt ſeconded, and afterwards 
oppoſed : Yet was it betrer 
once roreſ1iſt than alway to ſe- 
cond him, becauſe where the 
victory was doubtful, the lofle 
tad beene certaine, I am firme- 
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33 DAv1D perſecuted, 
ly perſwaded that if Catiline 
had prevailed robe Emperour, 
and Czſar had beene flaine, the 
writers would have blamed the 
impugning of Catilize,and com- 
mended the oppoling of Ceſar; 
becauſe there are many Politi- 
cians that make uſe of examples 
not to confirme their reaſons, 
but roframe them. Theerrours 
of men conſiſt in watering the 
Plant that groweth,placing it in 
their owne garden, delighting 
in the Beauty of it, and not 
knowing that it is a kind of 
Wolfes-bane, untill they ftrain 
at it and pull it up, and then it 
killeth them. If the great ones 
knew what hurt they receive 
by ſhewing themſelves enemies 
to alittle one, they would not 
permit any ſparkes to fly forth, 
if they were not ſuch ſparkes 
as 
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3 forthwith give fire to the 
gunne, Whoſe bullet ſhould 
deſtroy them. 


DAVID perſecuted, gg 


Sul marries his daughter 


Merob to Adriel, whom 
hee had promiſed to Da- 
vid, and cauſeth it to bee 
told unto him, that hee in-- 
tendeth to grve him bi 
other "Vol as Michol 
that loved him : David 
anſwereth, that hee is not 
worthy to be the Kengs 


ſonne in law, becauſe hee 


15 Poore and of as me ane 


ped: grees, 


Marie: are of power 


tofurcher ching; former- 
E 2 ly 


100 DAVID perſecuted, 


ly began, whether rending to 
enmity or to amitie. Saul ſeerh 
not how in deceiving David he 
deceives himſelfe,and thinking 
to lay an impediment in his 
way to the Kingdome, hee 0- 
pens him the way thereunto, 
Some one hath made uſe of 
ſuch meanes with better ſuc- 
ceſſe, but with more cunning, 
Hee was a private perſon, and 
not yet a Prince, when he mar- 
ried his Siſter to his equall, not 
unto his inferiour, to lull him a- 
(leep without advancing him ; 
and becauſe hee to whom hee 
married her was not ſo wile as 
David, hee hoped by ſuch a 
marriage to have help to 
{trengrhen his fide, and ro find 


ajuſt occaſion to oppreſle his | 


Kinſman, But Saul hadno need 
of Davids help to attaine to that 
Kingdome 
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Kingdome which hee poſlcfſed 
already : Hee was without 
compariſon greater than hee. 
and might rather feare to in- 
creaſe the reputation of David, 
than to bring his prudent 
watchfuineſle a{leep,which was 
not - like to give him any juſt 
occaſion to opprefſe him. Tr is 
no ſafe advice to advance men 
tothe end to abuſe them : The 
advancement is alwayes ſuc. 
ceſſetall, but there is difficultie 
often found in abaſing them. 
This 1s written for one of the 
neateſt peeces of policie, bur I 
ſet it downe amongſt the moft 
confuſed, 


Saul ſendeth word to David; 
that hee doth not diſdaine 
bis poverty, and that hee 

X demands 


102 DAY1D perſecuted, 


demands 10 other Dowry 
than a hundred fore-skin 


of the P puiſtims, 


Ere comes now on the 

Stage one of the Engine: 
which were hidden under the 
Honour of Marriage ; to bring 
Davigin darger tobe {laine by 
the Philiſtims, If Nature had 
not often accompanied the 
moſt certaine perils with the 
moſt conſpicuous glories, it 
were a commendable courſe 
ro expoſe them to ſuch dangers 
whoſe reputation terrifies us; 
bur becauſe neere the greateſt 
downefals are the higheſt hils, 
itisnot ſafe tolet men clime up 
the tops of thoſe mountaines, 
where they may as well railc 
up as ruine themlelyes, Occa- 
f108 


DAVID perſecuted, IO3 


Gon is it which makes men 
wile, or which brings them to 
hee knowne. Hee that at fir 


ſight could ſee into men of 


ability by a hidden token, 
hou'd under pretence of Ho- 
nour make them ſpend their 
dayes in delicacie and idlenefle, 
and not ſuffer men to have a 
ſight of that light, which unrill 
i be ſtricken our doth never 
appeare, The feeds of Plants 
thatare kept in veſſcls of Gold, 
or of Pearle , or of pretious 
ſtone, are honoured thereby, 
but being as buried and become 
barren, they bring forth no 
buds unlefſe they be firſt caſt 
into the Soile of the earth, 
Without morion there 1s no 
Augmentation. Reſting isim- 
ry in things that may 
Increaſe ; In God only it is per- 
E 4. fetion, 
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fection, becauſe in him there is 
no Argmentation. Ir is not in 
our Power to make our ſelyes 
great, The utmoſt limit of our 
Actions is in the hand of men, 
or of Fortune, How many 
that have beene very able in 
Potentts, have come to their 
grave without haying any op» 
portunitie to performe an AG 
worthy their ſufficiencie ? 


Saul ſpeaketh to Jonathan, 
and to all bis ſervants that 
they ſhould kill David:lo- 
nathan aavertiſeth Da- 
V td, and putteth Saul 7 
mind how much hee is obl:- 
ged to him , and what m- 
juſtice it were to ſlay him, 


Burt 
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Ut of what ettect bee ſuch 
Remonſtrances of Obtiga. 
tions ? The chiefe Obligation 
which a. Tyrant pretends to 
have,is the conſervation of his 
Dominion, and his greateſt 
Juſtice is ro put to death the 
beſt, To oblige were a thing 
yery deſi derablc if it were onl y 
tooblige, and not ro bind him- 
ſfefor a farther obliging. That 
Obligation which ſeemed com. 
pleat to him that produced it, 
comes tobe accepred but as a 
beginning by him for whom it 
was wrought. Hee that will 
bind another by benefits, muſt 
joyne them one to another : 
The report of the one muſt not 
ceaſe before hee hath added a- 
nother. The linkes that are 
not chained one to another doe 
not make up a Chaine. The 
E 5. reſemblance 


105 DAVID perſecuted, 


reſcmblance hath agreat force 
to move and receive 1n the 
Imagination even the Phan- 
ralmes that were dead. 

Time is a deſtroyer of all 
things ; where it deſtroyethnot 
the oreatneſſe of mens Actions, 
it will deſtroy the marvel- 
ling at it : for it frames 
them into a habit, and that 
being once attained, makes the 
operations come on without 
dificultie, and without any re- 

eting. Thar which is paſſed 
already doth cancell the obliga- 
tion of private men ; and with 
Tyrants that alſo which is to 
come, whether they be grate- 
full or ungratefull, they are al- 
wayes atraid, that they will ob- 
lige them either by their owne 
rewards, or through diſcontent 
of not being rewarded, will 
make inſurre&tion. The 
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The words of lonathan ſee 
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He Truth which paſfſeth 

throngh our underſtan- is 
ding doth not uſe to flie away -1/% 
ſofaſt, but that our will cakerh na 
hold and embraceth ir, unleſte a 
the malice of our ſenſes defile 
It, It 1s not ſo hard to with- 
draw a wicked man from his 
evill purpoſes, as it is difficult 
afterward to keepe him in a 
200d mind, thereto is requiiite 
In a manner a perperuall al- 
ſtance,foras ſoone as you leave 
him bee returneth tothar from L 
waich you withdrew him, t, 


Davic 


103 DAVID perſecuted, 
David returneth to the Court 
as in former times, 


Hey muſt not all bee put 

todeath of whoſe valour 
wee ſtand in feare,that thereby 
wee may be ſecured. To uſe 
a like proceeding is inconveni- 
ea, when the perſons are of a 
different diſpoſition, The be- 
nefits that ſerve to aid andpro- 
voke the wickedly minded a- 
24inſt their Prince, are but as 
Chaines, whereby generous 
mindes are drawne to their de- 
yorions. So that toobiige them 
1s to bindthem: But the ruine 
of the good proceeds from the 
multitude of the Evill : which 
are not only evil], bur doe cour. 
terfeir as if they were good; 
{o that becanſe it isa difficult 
ching 


't 
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thing to diſcerne Truth and 
Falſhood, men will rather de- 
ceiye themſelves in hindering 
a thouſand that ought to bee 
cheriſhed, 
one alone that ought to be hin- 
dered; and becauſe it is eaſier 
to be ingrarefull than to main« 
taine their gratitude, though 
they beleeve not alwayes that 
itisneceffarie to pur deſerving 
men to death, yer they feigne 
ſometimes that they beleeve 
It, that they may cover the 
baſenefſe of their minds with 
the forcible jelouſies of their 
Soveraigntie, 


The evill ſpirit returning An 
game to moleſt Saul, when 
David played, Saul at- 
tempteth againe to ſmate 

him 


than in cheriſhing 


£10 DAVID perſecuted, 


him to the wall with; 
ſpeare G but hee turneth A. 


frac and eſcapeth, 


FT Hen the ſubje&t once 
finds his Prince to bee 

afraid of him, hee ſtands al. 
wayes 1n feare of the Prince; 
{\uch jelonſtes have noother fire 
rocon{ume them bur impoſſibi- 
lity ; for he that ſtands in feare, 
beleeves that wharſoever may 
happen unto him, will. The 
hr{t peril wee incurre in any 
thing may be aſcribed to for- 
tane, the ſecond ifirt bee the 
lame is commonly attributed to 
our indifcretion. But the good- 
neſſeof David makes him to be 
exculable in regard his excee- 
ding good conſcience made 
nm 1{o adventurous : David 
traſterh 
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truſterh Saul, becauſe Saxl 
might ſafely have truſted Da- 
vid, As we naturally imagine 
other men to looke like our 
ſelves, ſo wee ſuppoſe them of 
our owne conditions. That 
which ſhall happen to a man, is 
not alwayes the fame that 
fhould. The cenſequences of 
the future are fallible, becauſe 
the Antecedents preſappoſed 
by us are falſe. Heethat knew 
wellche cuſtomes and manners 
ofait men as they are,and upon 
occalion ſhould make uſe of 
them in conjecturing what 1s 
to come, ſhould nor need to 
have recourle to the yanity of? 


Aſtrologers. 


Saul cauſeth Davids houſe 
t9 be compaſſ ed W2 th Foul- 


dere 


17-2 DAVID perſecated, 
diers that ſhould kill him, 
yet grves them not order ty 
enter into the houſe, perad. 
Penture becauſe Nt thoſ e 
times it was reputed to 
great a wickeadne e to kil 
one 1n his bed, Having 
| grven over himſelfe a prey 
ts to wickedneſſe, hee had 
| not haply as yet loſt all 
reſpect unto goodpeſſe, 


THat men are not al:ogether 
wicked, nor yet perfectly 
200d, 1s not peradyenture be- 
cauſe they know not how to be 
ſo, but becauſe they cannot 
poſſibly be ſo : Ir coofiſteth | 
rather in the ſtrength of nature 
chan of will : For if Nature 
hay 
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have left no power to our fee- 
blenefſe to reach to the height 
of goodneſſe, why ſhall wee 
heleeve that ſhee hath left any 
to our Corruption to come to 
the extremity of evill 2 He that 
blamed a T yrant in that behalf, 
and thereupon did pretend thar 
their ruine was for the moſt 
preordained, declared his be- 
leefe to be, that the miſchiefes 
which are deſtruGions were 
conſeryations : He diſcoyered 
his not knowing, that the evil 
which is not a being, cannot 
lubſiſt without the ſupporting 
of that good which is abeing ; 
and finally he made it manifeſt, 
that he had not read the Maſter 
of thoſe Docrines,with which 
hee had hononred his writings, 
becauſe his ſaying was, that the 
Tyranr, when hee goethnor in 

the 
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the way of goodneiſe, muſt not 
ſafferir ro bee quite out of hi 
ſight, and that if he will not be 
good throughour, yet that hee 
muſt at leaſt have a Moity of 
poodneſle. 


Michol tels David what 
peril hee is m ; ſhe 
lets him downe through q 
window, and ayes an I. 
mage im his place in the 


Bed, 


"NY Od makes uſe of the Aﬀts 
of human wittineſſe,as In- 
{truments of his Providence ; 
thoſe footſteps thar flie it, are 
the ſelfz ſame that lead to it: 
Saul makes David his ſonne 1n 
Lzw, tobring him to his ends 
and 


Saul ſendeth ſome agame ts 
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and becauſe he 1s his ſonne in 


48 
Law, heeſcapes it : That ſen- The 
tence, T hat the Deſtinies lead oa, 
thoſe that follow them, and "| 
draw thoſe that are unwilling,is Fl 
an unadvyiſed ſaying. They. that 4 
wrote it were deceivedeither i 


in denying the Providence of 
God, or in the manner of ex- 
preſſing it ; Hee diſpoſeth all 
things ſweetly : He conduGerh 
them that goe with a good will, 
andthoſe that are unwilling to 
goe, are conducted ( if I may 
ſlay ) by themlelyes, 


 —_— 
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take David, they bring 
word that hee is ſick im his 
bed : Finally he bofeth all | 
reſpetF of bed , and will i 


have 


116 DAaviD fperſecuted, 
have him flame how ever. 
but inflcad of David they 
find an Image * Saul re. 
proveth his daughter Mij. 


cho], who excuſeth he 
ſelfe by her Husbands 


threats. 


| En in their deſires inveſt 

themſelves ſo far in their 
owne intereſt, that they make 
themſelves beleeve that every 
one that knowes them ſhould 
cooperate with them : bur if 
they alſo inveſted themſelves 
m the intereſt of others, and 
did not conſider every one in 
reference to themſelves, but 
rather each one1n reference to 
himſelfe, and whereas they 
thinke but of theirs alone, they 
formed 
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formed as many intereſts as 
there are men, they would not 
find themſelves ſooft deceived. 
$1ul confidereth Michel as his 
daughter, and by conſequence 
inreference to himſclfe ; ithe 
had conſidered her as Davids 
wife, then he had conſidered 
herin reference roher ſelfe,and 
had not found i: ſtrange that ſhe 
hould ſave her husband out of 
her fathers hands : When wo- 
men depart from their friends 
houſes, they oftentimes leave 
nothing behinde them bur 
Love, 


Saul ſends ſome after David, 
they find him 1n the Com- 
pany of the Prophets pro- 
phe ſyng with them ; hee 

OO ſenas 
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ſends others after him and 

they find him im like man. | the 

ner : In the end fall of | not 
\Þ anger and fury, he goes kone 
| kno\ 
himſelfe, and he alſore. | 
maines with them, and | he t 
prophefaeth an like man. | ind 
tr, 
ip | him 
| Here areſome fo ſuperſti- "= 
tious, that they account all 


”. oy » him. 
things miraculous, becauſe they Ik 
are ignorant of their ſecond | | 
cauſes : ſome againe are fo row 
head-ſtrong,as to deny all mire |, | 


J cles becauſe they know not the "* 
| firſt cauſe ; and in concluſion iy | 
there want not thoſe that are ſo 


(t 
(acrilegious, that they will 74- ya 
ther acknowledge the Devilt» _ 


2 the doer of fach miracu- 
lous 
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lous effects than God, becauſe 
they themſelves are more of 
the Dewill than God. I know 
not whether Sagt might be rec- 
koned among theſe, or whether 
knowing the miracle, hee ſuffe- 
red himſelfe neverthelefſe to 
be tranſported by his anger 
and fury to contend with the 
Almightie. All ſinners in re- 
zard of themſelves doe nndeifie 
him, yer there are found very 
few that doe deſire to undeifie 
bim, yet are there not wanting 
ome, who in their choler 
would willingly they could re- 
dace him ronothing, that hath 
drought them our of nothing. 
fee that is in choler, I would 
iy hath even loſt his under- 
[tanding, yea, I would thinke 
aim ſtarke mad, fave that there 
remainerh only fo much reaſon 

0n 
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in him, as{ufficeth to make his 
workes worthy of chaſtiſe. 
ment : Choler (and perhaps 
Lam not deceived ) is a ſhort 
fever ; which if it were inthe 
humours as It 1sin the ſpirits, 
would prove to bee a frenzie, 
whereunto it is ſo neere of kin, 
that if by the little while it con- 
tinues 1t were not knowne 
from the other, there would 
ſcarce be any ſuch piercingeye 
that could diſcerne betwixt 
them : Thar little reaſon that 
remaines1n the cholerick man 
makes him to differ from the 
mad man :; yet makes him worle 
than hee, becauſe it makes him 
not only to erre, bat to ſiane. 


David fl:es and going tomeet 


lonathan, he asketh him | 


what 


—  — 
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what evill hee hath com- 
mitted that ſhould procure 
Saul to perſecute him, 


HE knew not peradyenture 
that an eminent Vertue is 
no leffe perſecuted than an ex- 
orvitant Vice, Tam of opint- 
on that even Tyrants them- 
(clves doe I:ke well, that their 


| Miniſters be men of valour and 


worth, but they would meaſtre 
them as they doe cloth, by 
their arme, allowing them as 
much as will fit the perſon they 
repreſent, and no more : Good 
Miniſters are ſometimes better 
than the beſt, becauſe che beſt 
ae ſometimes as dangerous as 
the worſt are diihonourable. Ir 
1s a happineſſe in Princes how 
z0od ſoeyer thcy be, to be fer- 

F ved 
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ved by good _ equall to 
their affaires, for 1f they be of 
abilities above their employ- 
ments.they neglect them,if be. 
neath them, their employ- 
ments ruine them. Ir is afor. 
eunate thing therefore to hap. 
pen on ſuch as are fit for the 
purpoſe ; ſeeing wee haveno 
Inſtrument by which the de- 
orecs of worth may be _ 
red.neither any one that kno 
erh juſtly how much every of 
fice requireth, 


lonathan anſwereth David 
that hee fhould not need 
to feare, becauſe his f4- 
ther would not reſolve ol 
any enterpriſe without 


COMMuUNICAtINg the ſame 
to 
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lo him . and that he would 
advertiz.e him thereof : 
But David doth not be- 
leeve that Saul would ac- 
quaint him with þ1s pur- 
p0 . 


O what end ſhould a Ty- 

rant communicate his Ma- 
chinations? they are fo ſhame- 
full, that hee cannot expect 
commendations : Hee is 10 
diſtruſtfull, rhar he will nor 
lecke any counfell, and fo tarre 
from truſting others, thar kee 
carcely rruſterh himſelfe. One 
naſt needs beleeve this Truth, 
vhen wee ſee that diſtruſting 
ne better part of him ſeife. 
which is Reaſon, his truſt is 
#iolly in his fenſs : when he 
F 2 COM» 
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communicates his ttoughts, he 
dorh not imparr them to haye 
confterence abour them, but to 


command, not to be counſel. | 


led concerning them, but to 
have chem pur in execution, He 
hath no regard of ſonnes, or 
brethren, or wife, or ftiend, 
The intereſt of State 1s all in all 
with him, and beiides it hee 
makes no account of any thing, 
A Tyrant is ordinarily fo cloſe 
by nature,and fo enured by Art 
ro conceal2 his intent, that 
when hee would willingly bee 
underſtood, hee cannot ſome- 
times make them underſtand 
them. For not only men know 
n2t what hee thinkes, but many 
times they underſtand not 
what he ſayes. 


They 
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They agree that David 
ſhould hide mm, elfe, and 
lonathan ſhould obſerve 
what the Keng [7 aith when 
on the firſt . day of the 
moneth he ſhould note ] Ya- 
vids abſence from the ta- 
ble and that by 4 frgne be- 
tweene them hee ſhould 
make knowne his fathers 
tent, Then they depart 
aſunder renewing their 
oathes and covenants of 


friend{hrp, 


Je firſt day of the moneth 
being come, Saul ſeeing 
(Mat D -14d appeared not, flat- 
tering his deſire hee would not 
F 2 bceleeve 
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beleeve that David abſented 
himſelfe for feare, bur rather 
for ſome uncleannefſe: when he 
ſees him nor appeare onthe ſe. 
cond day, hee asketh onathay 
what is become of David, who 
anſwcreth thar hee is gone to 
celebrate the ſolemniry ; then 
3iul reproachfully reproveth 
his ſonne for preferring his 
friendſhip with David before 


marter of Stare, by reaſon that | 


white David lived hee could 
not be eſtabliſhed in the King: 
dome. 

To chaſtiſe an offence com 
mitted 1s proper to the Law: 
that which would be commit- 

ed is reſerved to God , that 
which may be commirted 1s pe- 
culiar to a Tyrant; when it 1s 
not juſtice, bur a point of State 
that feekes the life of a _ 
there 
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there 1s (C2ICE a any remedie: if 
David had off:naed, he might 
have hoped for pardon, and 
hiply have obtained it : Bur 
where there 1: no offence _therc 
can be no recourte to clemen- 
cie,nor expectation of it, T hoſe 

zrits char would have counter 
yailed his Faules, dos condemne 
tis inmocencies. A great OCCa» 
fon it mn } hee ro pur an 1nnon 
cent to death, and becauſe Ir is 
grear, it is infperable. When 
witice hath had her courſe in 
condemning, ſhee leaves Cle 
mencie her place toabſolye;bur 
where It 1s injalt ice to con- 
d?mne, the purting to death 
proceeds of ſelfe intereſt. Ie is 
good for him that dyes, if hee 
dye innocent; but in regard of 
the world it is becter being 
ouilty when he is condemned. 
F 4 Hee 
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Hee that hath done an offence, 
and demands pardon, fpeakes 
nor a word but to the Princes 
praiſe, hee confeſſeth his fault, 
declarcth the vertue of Juſtice 
;n the Prince, and in deman- 
ding his pardon. he ſhewes that 
hee doth alſo beleeye thever- 
tue of clemencie to be in him, 
Bur all the words of tte inno. 
cent ſound to the blame of the 
Prince ; hee ſhewes him to bee 
unjuſt, hee declares him tobe 
a Tyrant, hee feekes not topa- 
cifie him ; he incenſes him, and 
cannot hope for mercy becauſe 
hee cannot aske It : if hee pray 
the Prince to ſpare him his life, 
thee muſt needs diſcover the 
cauſe that moves him to take it 
away, and becauſe hee diſco- 
vers it, hee is made worthie of 
Death. 

lonathan 


lo! 
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lonathan demands of Saul, 
for what offence hee doth 
perſecute David : but the 
Kring n a rage caſts a 
ſpeare at him, and he flies. 


THere is nothing more of- 
fenſive toa Prince than to 
require him to declare what he 
defires to conceaie. The word 
(why ) or (when ) imports an 
interrozation , ought never tO 
bee found in their moathes that 
treat with Princes : The 1n- 
terrogating hath t know ror 
whar ſuperiority, becauſe it ob. 
lgerh one to anſwer, and P:1n- 
esare not tobe ob.1ged, but r2» 
ther to be obeyed. 


lonathan 
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lonathan riſeth from the 
T able ina great anger, he 
goes the next Morning 
where David was, and 
orves the fugne according 
to their agreement David 
comes out of the place 
where hee was hid : Tona- 
than mformes him of his 
ſacceſſe, and rexterating 
the oathes of therr Confe- 
deracie, and the tokens of 
therr Amity, not without 


tender teares they depart 
aſ! under. 


\ \ T Hat thing is Friend- 
(hip ? It is a union as 


one may lay of two ſoulc's in one 


body, 
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bodie, which in a ſort doe jn- 
forme it, if not truly yet verry- 
ally ; andifa foule be fo much 
grieved when It isto depart ont 
of an earrhly body which it in» 
formed ; why ſhould irnot alſo 
bee grievous to depart from a» 
nother ſoule which ſhe loved ? 
Such a departure ſhould be bur 
23 a death, were it not that 
the diſtance of place doth not 
breake off the union of thoſe 
things that doe nor poſſtefle any 
place. But as inthe parting of 
frieds the ſouls are not ſo much 
iflicted, the bodies are grieved 
in forgoing the fomentation of 
thoſe ſpirits that were a conſo- 
lation to them. It is not credl- 
ble chat Nature having permit. 
ted us ſpirits to offend us with, 
nath nor alſo granted that the 
Dirits of a friend - ſhould bee - 
comfortable 
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comforcable unto us. Octher:- 
wile the ſpirits of Hatred and 
of Love ſhould be the ſelfe. 
ſame. 


David fiieth and commeth t 
Nob to Achimelech the 
Prieſt, who marvelling ts 
ſee him alone demands the 
occaſion thereof, David 
anſwers that hee foes a- 
bout the Kings ſerve, 


who hath ſo commanded, 


Ee faith crath, rhat kee 

goes about the Kings ſer= 
vice, for in flying hee doth the 
King good ſervice by bereaving 
him of occaſion to doe a great 
outrage. His flight is not 10 
eſcape chaſtiſement for his of- 
fences, 


——_— 
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fences, bur to avoyd the miſ= 
chieyous requ tall of his bene. 
fits. 

O the lamentable condition 
of men of high deſerr, they 
have ewO molt potent enemies, 
Envy and Feare, the one very 
hardly to be overcome, the 0- 
ther impoſſible, nay rather the 
vicorie over the firſt makes the 
other the greater. Envy lhkea 
mountaine, 1t the waters of va» 
lour increaſe, is ſometimes over- 
whelmed : bat fearelike a hip, 
the more they increaſe, the 
higher doth ir riſe. VVhat muſt 
they doe then, that are ſo beſer 
with impoſfſibilities ? Ler them 
couragiouſly make head againſt 
the obſtacles of their good for- 
tune, if where itis; and where 
not, let them give place to the 
evill, Ir is neceſſarie ſometimes 
even 
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eyen in a ſtorme to ſtrive 
againſt the winde, if wee ſee 
the haven neere at hand, but if 
it be far off, it is better to ſtrike 
file and runne adrift than to 
make ſhipwrack. The moſt 
worthy when they are not the 
greateſt, become the moſtin- 
fortunate : Valour can never 
clearely be diſcerned bur only 
ina Prince : There, becauſe 1t 
1s profitable to the ſubjeds, 
they reverence and feare it not, 
and becauſe it is an honour to 
chem, they commend and en- 
vie it not. Ir is fo faire a 
thing, that if choſe two mon- 
ſters Feare and Envie , did 
nor deforme it, men woulde. 
ven adore it, hut haply God 
permitteth them to deforme 1t, 
leſt it ſhould be adored, becauſe 
itis adored over much when it 
73 
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not ſo deformed. If it be trae 
that it 1s agreeable to nature, 
that the beſt ſhould comand, it 
cannot bee contrary to Nature, 
that the betrer ſhould be feared 
by him that doth command, If 
the eminency of vertue could 
hee lard alide, perhaps there 
would not ſome bee wanting, 
that to lead a quiet life would 
willingly reduce themſelyes ro 
that mediocritte thar mighe 
keepe them from contempt, 
ind defend them from envie : 
But as that eminencie 1s faire, 
nd nor ealte tobe acquired, fo 
tis ſometimes hurtfnll, becauſe 
cannot be laid aſide. 


David recerves the ſword of 
the Grant Goliah from 
the Pref : and eats of the 


Shew-bread, becauſ 2 hee 
| : found 
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his d. fence, nor any other 
bread fur bis ſuſtenance, 


Eceffity enforccth him, 

(he ſomerimes makes that 
lawfull which at all rimes is not 
ſo : Ir isa ſhield, which being 
11l uſed, workes the ruine of rhe 
world, All miſdeeds, how hat- 
nous ſoever, doe withdraw 
themſelyes out of the danger of 
the Law, andin {tad of being 
condemned tobe borne withal, 
are inveſted with the cloake of 
neceſſity : there is noadfolute 
neceſhiry in man, becauſe he is a 
free agent; if he ſuffer no out- 
ward violence, hee hath none 
within him; thoſe which wee 
call nece(liries, and which wee 
pretend that they free from the 


Law,are.madeto be ſuch by the 
Lav, 


found 1 other ſword for 
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r | Law. Theyare neceſſary conſe- 


» 


quences by ſuppoſition, having 
1 conditionall antecedent for 


| their foundation : Bur the ſup- 
poſitions that are not author1- 
' ed by the Law, have no con- 


ſiſtence, for otherwiſe, all the 
:1tions of men ſhould bce law- 


| full ſeeingall might be neceſſa- 


ry by ſuppoſing a condirtionall 
antecedent before them, our 
of which a neceſſary confe- 
quence ſhould ariſe by ſuppoſi- 
tion. Therefore it is not true 
tharneceſſity hath no Law, but 
tis very true that the neceſlity 
which hath no Law is onely 
mn which is an enemy to the 
aw, 


David 


1 39 DAY1D perſecuted, 
David flies to King Achiſh, 
but ſeeing himſelf and 


his yer! ues knowne, being 


iT - 
MULC 7 afia 


1:4 of his envie, 

he om punſclfe to » 
mad , anda enangeth his 

as narce bi fore him, 


H*e that is borne into this 
great Theatre of the 
world, onght to know how 
ro ſtr himſelfe into ſundry 
habits, that hee may bee ens 
abled in rhis Comedy to repre- 
{ent many perſons, When a man 
lees himſelfe perſecuted by en- 
vy, hee muſt like the ſhelfiſh 
fructifhed by the dew of Hea- 
ven, caſt away his pearle rather 
than bee a prey to thoſe that 
have him in chaſe. David puts 


on a forme of natal and by 
if 


ſence 
hate 
(T by 
thing 
hate 
ſelye 


ous; 
ſoz 11 
of lo! 
envid 
Or a 


draw 
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it brings 4chijh to put off his 2 
envie. T he counrenance of the ;F| 
former is transformed before bt 
the eyes of the latrer, not that 
» | the effigies of the one 1s alre- 

red, bur the intellect of the 0- 
5 | ther: Ifichadpleaſed the Lord 
by his mercy and benignity to 
root up enyy out of the world, 


= - 
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5 | how manyDavidswould change 

* | their conntenances 1n the pre- o 

/ | ſence of Achsſh 2 Bur they that q. 

/ | hatevalorand vertne, letthem # 

* | (Theſeech them ) rell me what 9 | 
thing ir is they tihinke they bars 

1 | hate, they hace cven them- Wo 


* | ſelves, Vertne cannot bee odi- 
| | ous; ific bee good, itis faire al- | 
* | 6; if ir befaire, it is the obje&t i=? 
' | Oflove, and not of hatred. The bo 
* | enviousis an ignorant Painter, 
| Or a malicious one; who in Cf 
| awing the vertue of _ Ms 
p Os « Oo 


140 DAVID perſecuted, 


deformes 1t ; either he takes the 
perfeftions from it, or addes 
imperftedionsto it, and blames 
in another that which himſelf 
hath addedof his owne to it, or 
what he hath taken from it. Yer 
this were not much, if he did 
not allo expoſe that pifure to 
publike view , that they who 
cannot ſee the originall, might 
hare It. 


T ake away David out of my 
preſence, ſaith Achiſh; 
Have I any need of mad- 
men £ 


T= King is one of thoſe 
that when the time comes 
ſhall call themſelves fooles, for 
having beleeved wiſemen to: 
fooles : I know not which error 
0 


DA\ 
to be 
think 


(10 act 


men : 


ofa 
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| perſo 
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to bee the greater, either to 
thinke wiſe men tobe fooles,or 


'to account fooles to bee wiſe 


men : of this ignorance as our 


of a root arile all precipitated 
'comſes, The moſt dangerous 


* | perſon that is repreſented, and 


fo 
0 
0 


A 


the greateſt foole that cau bee 
found, is he that takes upon him 
to be wile, 


David departs thence , and 
ſaves himſelfe m the cave 
of Adullam , where his 


brethren and all his fa- 


thers houſ, ? come unto him. 


S a foraigne warre 15 the 
onely remedy to unite 
tmnedifordinate minds in Com« 
mon wealths, ſo are enmities 
nd perſccations to make an at- 
cOnN<* 


tronement in families. T hisisa 

trae rule when the diſcords are 

not bloody, and when procees 

ding ro farther than to ſome 

high rearmes, they are not 
rowne to hatred. 

Thoſe brechren that in a ſort 
would have hindered the fore 
rune of David, are they which 
now are willing to helpe him 
1n his miſery. Baſe mindes ap- 
plaud our felicities, and aban- 
don us in our diſaſters; bar they 
thatare onely corrupted by en- 
vy, retaining yeta kinde of ge- 
nero! ity, when their envy ra- 
ther ſprings from deſire of ho- 
nour. chan malicnity, they run 
readily ro afſilt their allies in 
their dangers: and if they goe 

iot to applaud them in their 
glory, iris not for that they de- 
{fre nor to ſee them great, - 
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becauſe they themſelyes would 
pladly be great. 


The malecontented alſo g.4- 
thered together to David, 


| and made bim their Cap- 


tame, 


T is impoſiible but there 

ſhould bee ſome ſuch kinde 
of people in a State. If the 
Prince be good, then the evill 
remalecontent ; if he be evill, 
thegood are: and ſome that are 
ot difpleaſed with the Princes 
vwyernment, are ſo with their 
wne,by which being ruinated 
nd waſted, when they have no 
lope in quiet courſes, they af- 
tet nothing bur turbulencies. 
The ſtare ought to beware of 2. 
noſt potent enemies, Hope and 
De- 
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144 DAV1D perſecuted, 


Deſpaire, for theſe two ex. | 
tremes are they that moleſtic, | 


the greateſt and the leaſt of 


quality ; the one ſuppoſing that | 


their good fortune calleth them 
toa better eſtare : the other by 
their eyill one are ſtirred to 4- 
void che worſt : for this cauſe [ 
ſuppoſe was that City preter- 
red by aprofeſt politike Writer 
which is inhabited by the mid: 
dle fort of men. 


The P 7ophet Gad adviſeth 
David to depart > to [L 
into the land of ludah, 
and Saul hearing that Dx 
vid was ſcene there, con- 
plaieth greatly amangs 
his ſervants, that David 
being not able to qe 

then 
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them vineyards nor hou- 
ſes, nor make them Com- 
manders, nor otherwiſe 


reward them, ſhould finde 
followers and he be aban- 
dened, | 


Rinces do erre when they 

thinke their Rebels ſhould 
not be followed in hope of re- 
ward, I ſpeake not of David 
whowas a King and no Rebell, 
one that was raiſed up, and not 
ſen againſt his Prince ; one 
that was flying from him, and 
not contending agzainſt him. 
The rewards expected of trea- 
Chery are farre greater than 
thoſe thar are yeelded to fideli- 
tle. And what doe not they 
promiſe, which promiſe that 
G which 
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145 DAVID ferſecutel, 
which is none of their owne? 
what doe they not give befor 
they bee well adviſed that iti 
their owne? Diſordinate mind 
are not content with ordinait 
rewards : their troubleſone 
heads account quietnefle thei 
enemy, andeven thoſe of a qui 


et diſpoſition doe ſometims|, 


ſurfer ofreſt, becauſe the natt 
rall deſire of chavge makes felt 
city it ſelfe to be tedious, 
The Subjects ſerving thei 
Prince,if they wil be rewarded, 
oftentimes are oriven to ſhey 
ſome exceſſive merit, becault 
there are few that thinke them 
ſelves bound to thoſe whoſe ſer 
vice is bound tothem : but hee 
that followes a rebell, hatha 
ready merited of him in rhathe 
followeth him. Thar falfe pro- 
portion, tr to works wile 
07? 
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'[one is obliged diminiſheth his 


merit, 1s both pernicious ro 
Prigces,and prejudiciall to Sub- 
kts, The obligation rather 
ncreaſech the merit, ſeeing re- 
yard is due to the Subject, not 
omely for that which hee pre- 


'[{ntly performeth, but for his 


future actions which hee hath 
obliged himſelife unto. The 
ranger that doth ſomewhat 
for the Princes ſzrvice, gives 
tim onely ſome fruit of his 
owne tree, whereas the Subject 
tth given him the tree ir ſelfe 
with all the fruit. 
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148 DAVID perſecuted 
Doeg the Idumean anſwe- 
reth Saul, that hee ſay 
David when hee came ty 


Achimelech the Prief, 
who gave him beftdes Vi- 


EFuals, the ſword of Gol: 
ah; the King ſends to cal 
biz, and que$tions him 
ther clas. Hee who the 
truth bemg knowne, EXP. 
fFcd reward rather that 

puniſhment, doth not ex- 
euſe himſelfe as not gull 
ty, but ſpeakes with thit 
confidence which rather 
proceeds of 1 mmnocency that | : 
femerety, ſaying, Al 
WH0 1s among all thy Ser- 
pants 


nex ft 
for rt 
hate h 
lf the 
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pants more faithfull than 
David the Kings ſonne in 
law, and readier to doe all 
thy Cunmendonents? nel- 
- is this the firſt time 
that I have prayed the 
Lord for him, Farre bee 
the name of a rebell from 
me, I thought I had done 
ſervice to thee im doin 

ſervice to thy chiefe Fa- 


Portte, 


He ſubje&s of the Tyrant 


that hat!) an inward Fave- 


ite, are intang:24 in ſtreights 
nextricable. [L.-r them looke 
for ruine at all hands, if they 
tate him when he is exalced, or 
lf they love him when he fal- 


G 3 leth : 
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i150 DAVID ferſecuted, 


leth ; yet what errour doe they 
commit in loving him, but that 


their Lord doth the fame? He | 


cannot finde fault with others, 


unlefſe he firſt condemne him- |! 


ſelfe; and he deſerves the grea- 


ter chaſtiſement, becauſe hee |] 


ought to haye greater adyer- 
tiſemenr, in conſidering who 
he is whom hee exalts above 0- 
thers. It isnot the part of ſab. 
jects to examine the ations of 
their Soveraſgne : Ir is their 
glory to ſecond them; and yet 
3t 15 not ſufficient to obey the 
rommands of a Tyrant, if wee 
dine not alſo into his fecret 
thoughts. Hee that ſeekes to 
ſearch into them, makes him- 
ſelfe(asit were)guilty of death; 
nethar doth not,eafily becomes 
liable, He embraces ſometimes 


fuch a one as he conld be contet 
were 


) AV 1D perſecuted, 151 


jere made awayby his ſubjeRts, 
iee difſemblerth for his proper 
nereſt, yer permits not others 
o doe fo for theirs, If his 
houghts were alwayes bent ro- 
rard the proſperity of his peo» 
je, hee were a wicked ſubject 
hat did not bend himſelfe 
wholly to his ſervice, 


Maul commands Achimelech 


ard all thePrie&s of Nob, 
tobe ſlaine, 


Who have fonnd elſewhere 
. that the fame proceeding 
which provoked Sazl, had pa- 
ahed a Tyrant, ſhould wonder 
t the diverſity of the effect , 
ad it not beene produced by 
the innocency of David, who 
left Achimelech no place to de- 
G 4 fead 
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ning the King, not onely of an 
overſight as it was in theother, 
but even of ingratitude, perfi- 
diouſneſſe, and cruclty. 


Saul ſaith, kill Achimelech 
and all the Prieſts, but 
0 man ſturreth ; hee bids 
Docg kl! them, and he; 
preſently obeyeth, 


He voice that comman- 

deth in generall, procee- 
deth not with ſo much ſharp- 
neſſe, as that which is directed 
ro ſome particular, The divi- 
ding of it into ſo many eares, 
makes ſo many divifions, that 
it becomes diminiſhed in every 
of them. The rewards as allo 


the puniſhments which are in 
com- 


152 DAVID perſecuted, [y, \ 
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-mmon, come bur (lowly, but 
he private are as ſoon obtain'd, 
sthey are deſerved : Hee that 
rould chaſtiſe general! errors, 
nwould reward the merits of 
1, asthoſe of ſome particulars 
re; on the one ſide hee would 
teſtroy the world, and the 
empty treaſuries on the other: 
And therefore as in the great 
tors of a multitude, the pro» 
tortio decupla is obſerved, ſo 
ikewiſe in ſuch great benefits, 
the like decimation is uſed, it 
noe ſome greater proportion. 
Whence it comes that particu- 
lars are more eaſily wrought on 
to doe well, and with greater 
difficulty tro doe evill the mul- 
titude, becauſe their feare and 
hope of chaſtiſement and re- 


ward 1s greater. 
G5 Saul 
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154 DAVID perſecuted, PA V 
Saul goeth afterward toNob, ſich an 


where he killeth ſmall and niniſte 


great, as well of the on 
ſex as of the other , « 


well men as beaſts. 


F that City had beene culps- 

ble, and Davida rebell, $ax 
perhaps had taken noill courſe, 
that being the firſt and one] 
place. That Prince is ſometimes 
the moſt pious, which uponoc- 
caſ1on 1s moſt ſeyere : his crue} 
ty 15 deepe, but not large, be 
cauſe if it be inrenfive, ir isnot 
extenſive, Ir istrue that where 
many Cities have rebelled, the 


uſing of greater in the firſttha | 


13 taken, doth not diſhearten 
the reſt, but makes them deſpe- 
rate and obſtinate in their de- 
tence to their laſt breath. - - 
uc 


aled. 


tbiat! 
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b, ch an antidote as is not to be } 
nd [piniſtered to all that are dif- (| 

aled, [| 
one þ 


®|tbiathar « ſon of Achime- |, 


lech eſcapeth out of Nob, 
" and commeth to David, 
al] who affiifFs him greatly, 
le ſaymg that he 13 the cauſ £ 


cl of the death of ſo many \-, 


x-| perſons, i 


be | TV His is an intolerable paf- 
ot | L fion, becauſe three moſt 
Te | potent affeCtions are the procu- 
he | ters of this griefe, and inforce 
at | therevenge : The charater of 
n | friendſhip melting the hearr, 
e- | thepricke of honour which en- 
&- | kindles it, and finally the inte- F 
1s | reſt which excites it. To defend Fl 
| ar by 


igs DAVILD perſecuted, 


our friends is fo profitable for 
the maintaining and increaſing 
of Monarchies,that they which 
have beene held to bee moſt 
prudent have endeyoured ir, 
even in places far remote from 


them, not to receive aid or ſer- 


vice,but onely to helpe and ſuc- 
cour them : hee that knoweth 
not how to make uſe of this 
rule, knoweth not how to rule, 


The greateſt Rulers and Poten- 


rates of the world have made 
themſelyes great by this Art; 
yea this colour 1s fo pleaſing, 
thar it dazleth the eyes of the 
people, and maketh them often 
applaud ſuch a one, as under 
the colour of defending his 
friends, brings himſelfe into 
the eſtates of others : bur if hee 
finde great reſiſtance there,ſce- 
ing himſelfe unable to offend 
| thoſ: 


DAVID perſecuted, 15% 


thoſe whom he would have op- 
zoſed, hee opprefſerh them 
whom hee ſhould have defen- 


dd, 


ord ts brought unto David 
that the Philiftims. had 
invaded Keilah,and [por- 
led it ; He askes counſel 
of the Lord, whether bee 


ſhall goe agamst them ; 
who anſwers him, that he 
ſhall goe, overcome, and 


defeat them, 


E that will learne the way 
into matter of State, ler 

him bur obſerve David, let him 
not enterpriſe with fraud, bur 
with valonr : Let him not de- 
file his hands with civill —_ 
ar 
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158 DAV1D perſecuted, 


but with that cf the ſtranger; 
nor offend thoſe whom hee 
would have to bee his ſubjects, 
bur defend them, Ir is true 1n+ 
deede that moſt men grow 
great by fraud ; not becauſe 
it 13 more ſafe than yalour, 
but becauſe 1t is more eaſe; 
whence it comes that there are 
many fraudulent, but few that 
are valorous : notwithſtanding 
the greater part even of thoſe 
that by fraud have made them- 
ſelves Maſters, in ſeizing on the 
Country in which they were 
borne, have firſt manifeſted 
their valour either in enlarging 
or defer;ding it. To defend tbe 
ſubjeQs of others, is to touch 
the fineſt ſtring of State and 
Dominion if the Lord grieve 
at it, he ſeemes ungratefull , if 
he ſuffer it and {ay nothing, he 

is 
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is in little ſafery, The Subjes 
arenotto be defended by any, 
but their owne Prince : Ir 1s 
his proper office. He that arro- 
races it to himſelfe, 1f hee bee 
not already, hee will be in the 
Princes roome. The wileſt 
Common weales have not been 
Ignorant how much this point 
importeth, declaring that they 
knew it for a matter of much 
conſequence, and of maine im- 
portance, when they would not 
permit the Subje&s themſelves 
to bee the defenders of them» 
klyes, 


159 DAV1D perſecuted, 


160 DAVID perſecuted, 
Saul unaerStanding that Da- 
vid is in Keilah, prepares 
to Toe and befaege him: 
which Je foreſeemg, CAU 
ſeth Abiathar ts enquire 
6f the Lord whether Saul 
will come or no, who an- 
ſwers he will, Then whe- 
ther they of Keilah wil 
deliver him into the hands 
of the King, and hee at- 
ſwers they will, 


' He deſtruftion of Nob had 

made the men of Keilah (0 
ungratefull, as that they would 
have delivered him into rhe 
hands of his enemie, who had 
but at that inſtant delivered 
them out of the hands of their 
Enemics. 


— rr 
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enemies. Gratitude workes ex« 
ceeding great effects 1n gene- 
rous mindes, and the greater 
when 1t hath brought forth : Ir 
is then ſarely prevailing over 
rrivate intereſt, yet muſtir of 
force give place unto feare, to 
which all che paſſions give way, 
| meane 1n State affaires, be- 
cauſe none of them can be uſed 
when wee thinke our ſelyes to 
bee thereby endangered, with- 
our which they cannot be exer- 
ciſed: It hath beene diſpured 
whether the Pricce or the peo- 
ple are more ungratefull. I am 
of opinion that there is ingra- 
tirade everywhere to be found, 
four being gratefull cannot be 
withour lofſe of our lives ; yet 
rather in the people than in the 
Prince, becauſe it is eaſter to 
linde one man than many, to 
ſacri- 


David perſecuted, 162 


ſacrifice his life to his repurati. 
on. But if the queſtion bee of | 


augmenting or diminiſhing the 
State, I hold Princes to bee the 
more ingratefull, becauſe their 
intereſt is very great; and that 
of the people howloever it bee 
m their entire body as grear, 18 
but ſmall notwithſtanding in 
every particular ; whence it 
comes that men more eaſily 
part with alittle,though in ma- 
ny it be much, than one man 
alone with much, which inma- 
ny would be but little, 


tl- 


of | 
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David departs into the deſart 
of Ziph, to hide himſelfe 
in the wood, Saul heares 
of it, and followes bim mn 
vain:But Tonathan goeth 
to him, comforts him and 
lf atth, hets aſſ} ured that he 
ſhall rergne over Iſrael, 


Ee here the force of friend- 

ſhip, which makes Tonathar 
retoyce that David is to take 
be kingdome from him. Al- 
deit that friendſhip ſeemeth to 
tewithour intereſt, yer is it nor 
wogether without intereſt; 
The affe&tion that we beare to 
vr ſelves, is the rule of all our 
ife&tions, They who have ſup- 
poſed that a friend loveth ano- 
ner more than himſelfe, have 
haply 


164 DAV1D perſecuted, 


haply beene deceived, for if | 


ſometimes a man loſeth his 


life, his goods and eſtate for his 
friend, it is not in regard that | 


he wiſhes more good to ano- 
ther, than to himſelfe, bur de- 
cauſe he acknowledgeth no 0- 
ther goods but vertues, which 
he gaineth, when gloriouſ]y for 
his friend hee forgot thole cf 
fortune, But they that loveri- 
ches, their eſtate and their lite 
above vertue, when they ſaw 
ſome forgoe their goods{which 
they ſo much eſteemed) for 
their friend, were eaſilyinduced 
to thinke that they loved not 
themſelves ſo much as their 
friend, 

[ was never of opinion that 
It was any imperfection, to love 
himſeife above others, but have 


rather eſteemed it an imperte- 
Ct10! 
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tion not to love himſeife more 
' than others, He that err. th not 
' inthis, ſhall never offend ; be- 
cauſe he thar ſinneth, deſtroy- 


| ing God as much as he can, de- 
| ſroyeth himſelfe, or as much as 


he may : ſeeing that all his good 


depending on the goodneſle 
of God. 


The Z1phines grve notice 
to Saul that David had 
hid himſelfe im their 
woods, and they condutt 
him where he is : David 
finds himſclfe out of hope, 
ſeerng himſelfe encoma 
paſſed round about, But 
Saul u advertiſed by a 


meſſenger, that the army 


f 


156 DAV1D perſecuted, 


of the Philiſtims was en. 
tred into the land. 


4 "YT Inners many times have no 

recourſe unto God, but in 
their utmoſt extremity, and 
many times God delayerh the 
deliverance of the fairhfall to 
prove them, and then hee hex. 
reth them: bur thoſe other are 
ſeldome delivered our of their 
dangers, but they returne eft- 
ſoones to their miſdoings, He 
ſuffers them ro returne thither 
f whence their feare bad with: 
l arawne them, which departs as 
f{oon as he hath delivered them, 
To reſerve himſelfe from al- 
ding his friends till they been 
extremity, is athing well befit- 
ting in God, who can helpe 
whenſoever hee will, and [en 


Wd. 0» 4 


: — = gp—_ a—— -— -—— 2 = 
> 3 


—_—— 


DAY 1D perſecuted, 167 


willech when it is beſt; butin 
men that have no power accor- 
ding totheir will, it 15 perilous, 
When 1t moves not to diſtace, 
yetit diminiſheth the obligati= 
on, and moſt commonly pro. 
duceth 1ingratitude, There 1s a 
kinde of proceeding put in ure 
( yet not alwayes with good 
lucceſſe ) by Potentates when 
theyhave received ſome diſguſt 
tor the ſatisfying of two affect!- 
0nz, their anger and their inte- 
eſt; to ſuffer thoſe thar have 
given them diſtaſte, tobe mor- 
ted, but nor to bee oppoſed. 
| This courſe is rather tobe pra» 
aiſed with enemies, and may 
Move well when the enmity 
moceeds not of emulation, If 
tleaſt that a& doe nor lift him 
lp to a higher ſpheare. Ir 15a 
Ufficult thing for 2 corrivall not 


% — 
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D 


tobe alwayesan enemy, when | Da 


ſuch emulation hath one dege- 

nerated into hatred : and when 
he cealeth to be an enemy, hee 
will cea{e allo to be a corriyal, 
either having paſſed intoa fur- 
ther degree, or being ſooyer- 
paſl-d himſelte. T hough $a 
were more enraged againſt D:- 
vid,yethe leaves purſuing him 
to goe againſt the Phliiting, 
with whom he hath moce inte- 
reſt, Phyſttians doe ſometime: 
not onely nor afſwage a griefe 
bur ſuffer it alſo ro grow; whiles 
they cure, a putrid fever hap. 
neth. Hee 1s very unwiſe, thi 
for the healing of a part is care 
lefte of the whole, which when 
it dicth, the part dies withit, 


Dayid 


| 
| 
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hen | David beg retired into the 


Tu | 
hen 
hee | 
yall, 
fur- 
ver- 
Say, 
' Di 
him 
4Md, 
inte- 
ume 
iefe, 
'hiles 
hap. 
, tht 
| Cares 
when 
it, 


Javid 


| 


helds of Engaddi, Saul 
returnes to puiſue him e- 
Ven 1n rockte places, ha- 
Ving vanquiſhed the Phi- 
liftims, and evtering into 
a Cave for his neceſſary 
buſmeſſe , bee hapnzd inte 
the ſame, in which David 
and his men were hid : 
where they perſwade Da- 
vid to kill him, but hee is 
contented onely fo Cul off 4 
lap of his garment, 


O kill the chicfe Com- 
mander of an army, it hee 


de gracious with ir, when hee 
at killerh him hath not ano- 
ter army, is the revenge of a 


}H Private 
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private perion to diſcharge hi 
paſſion of hatred, bur nor of; 
Priace that defirech dominion, 
The army 1s thereby incenſed, 
maketh preſentlyanother chief, 
thinkes to revenge the lofle of 
their Prince, hateth the mur- 
therer,and is more ready to die 


againſt him, than ſerve under |; 


him. David, who was in the 
way to the King:lome by man- 
ſuetude and turtitude, accom- 
panied with the fcare of God, 
and by conſequence a reverence 
roward his King, ind humility 
withail, could frgoe thoſe ver- 
cues, and rake to him revenge 
with ;rreverence and cruelty, 
without loffe of reputation. He 
that is come forward with one 
vertaz,ouch:t rather to die than 
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to change ir : there are ſore 
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by one 


171 
manner of proceeding, 
cannot alter 1:, becauſe it 13 na- 
turall co t hem : : others will nor, 


becauſe they have proſpered 
with It ; xn enoſe ought never 
to chinge, whoſe demeanour 
tath ever beene vertuous. T hat 
power which 13 riſing, hecauſe 
tech comonly by the meanes 
of reputation, muſt beware of 
ofing 1t, and preferre it even 
efore life. for therewith all its 
790d 1s loſt. Politicians have 
eſteemed this rule tobe ſo true, 

that they have made it an uni- 
rerfall one, and will have a 
Prince rather to hazard his e- 
ate and life, than to loſe by 
meanes of Peac2, Truce, or 
mbare his reputation. I ſub- 

Tibe nor to their opinion, yer 


0s ] agree, that **che oTeat- 


'*fe of a Prince confilt in his 
H 2 [2- 


172 DAVID perſecuted, 
reputation, hee ought rather tg 
die than to loſe it; bur if ithe 
founded on ſtore of money and 
pcople which are his ſubjeds, 
let him yeeld to the time, make 
peace and truce ever, though 
it bee with diſadvanrage of re- 


' [hm 
putation ; let him become tri | 
butary, though it be roanin- |," 


ferior nation,and leave not any 
thing vadone how meane {o- 
evcr, (to itbe not againſt Gods 
_— rather than to adventure 

15 eſtate ; for any thing 1s bet- 
ter than to put that in jeopardy, 
If that be notloſ?, 1t1s never out 
of ſealon to recover whatſoever 
isloſt : Its pradence in Princes 
and no infamy , they oughtnot 
to abhorre any thing that map 
augm<cntor mainiaine their d0- 
minion. Private men write ſucl 
weaxe rules, becauſe they mes 
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t re- 


famous in one degree, are wel! 


fare them by their owne com= 


'paſe : Every degree of men 


mth his proper and peculiar 


tide of reputation differing 
each from other, fo farre forth 


that many things accounted in- 


rpuced in another. A Prince 
nat hath a great eſtate never 
ofech his repatation, if he loſe 
not his eſtate, for his eſtate 1s 
Ms reputation. The world is in 
: confalion 1n ſach fort, that 
men of one degree leaping into 
that of others by confounding 
the divers degrees, have con- 
founded all the world. The 
Merchant will take npon him 
ne Gentleman, and the Gen- 
leman the part of the Prince ; 
ne religious, thar of the ſoul- 
lier ; and where the reputation 
X the one conſiſts in ſuffering 

H 2 and 
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and forgiving of injuries, hee 
leapes into that of the other, 
whiles he ſeekes to require and 
revenge. Iam to beexcuſed if 


Tamlong in this matter, which 


1$the cauſe of great errours in 
the world ; for if every one 
would follow his owne profel: 
{0n,it would ſoone be knowne 
that reputation conliſts in 
knowing well how to performe 
his owne profeſſion, 
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nſters, and not the Kan, 
humſelfe. Saul hearing 
that malice 1s twputed to 
his ſe Pants, doth Not EX= 
xk himſelf b them but 
layety the » fault 07 Fi 


ſafe 


fe 1s 4aN orcinary thing C$ 
male-contented men tocom- 
Van, though not of the Prince 
fmſ:Ife, yet of his Miniters. 
That which Diva Ei here 
out of modeſty, 1s done often 
by others ont of ſubtilty. To 
Ile again't the goyernmentr. 
nates the rame of a rebellion 
ne lefſe Q; 21028, gece:ves the 
reople, yea, many times, the 
Princes themſctves for a wile, 
vo ſometimes diſcerne not ar 
H 2 22 


ment. Princes ought therefore 
to have their Miniſters about 
them of ſingular goodneſle, and 
of tried prudence, that upon 
the firſt rumor they may be wel 
aſſured of the falſehood of ſuch 
complaints, and breake the 
heads of ſuch horrible Serpents 
at their firſt appearing. The re- 
yerence that the people beare 
toward the Prince is fo great, 
thatir would be a difficult thing 
co {tirre them up againſt him, 
bur by firſt beguiling them;and 
though it bee all one to riſe a- 
gainſt the government, and to 
rebell againſt the Prince, (be- 
cauſe either the Prince 1s hee 
that goyernerh, or hee that go- 
vernesis the Princes Miniſter ) 
vet it appeares not ar firſt wich 
(0 
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the firſt the ambition that com- 
meth masked under diſcontent- 
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ſo foule a face, Ir is true indeed 
that an inſurrection of the peo= 
ple is occalioned by a bad Mi- 

| niſter, in which caſe the Prince 
doth alwayes amiſſe to chaſtiſc 

| im, Inthe peoplethere is not 
 alwayes onedefire coyered un- 
der another, bur if the great 
| ones ariſe againſt the governe- 
ment, itis not becauſe they are 
not well governed, but becauſe 
they would be governors them- 
ſelves; ro ſatisfie their demands 
were to conſent to lole the So. 
reraignty, ſeeing ſuch will not 
dee ſatisfied, till they obraine 
It, 


bY %amue! 
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Samuel dieth hee 1s buried 


witn honour , and is by 
the people moſt render 
kewatled. 


Know not whether mour. 

ning for the dead Proces- | 
deth of PIety, or of meere inte- 
reſt : It may favour deradven- | 
ture of piety to bewaile when 
hee dieth, bur not after heeis 
dead : who would not have 
compallion of his friend, while 
he ſees him, or imagines tot- 
mented with the grievous ago- 
nies of death. Men are certain- 
Iy in very great paine, for they 
are in the patne due to a very 
great fau}t: And who would not 
after rejoyce to ſee him depar- 
ted victorionns oyer humane 
frailty, and to triumph over 
deat! 


D: 


DA VID perſecuted, 179 


death it ſelfe, wirhour having 
JL kfc any other {poyle in thar 
) | conflict than his body. and that 
rly | fora very thorttime ? 

To lament the dead (1t one 
| may ſay ) 18 then moſt impious, 
| when it ſeemes moſt pious: and 
_ | then ought moſt ro bee done, 
— | when it ſeemes not due at all. 
The death of the righreous, at 
hen | which wee ought to rejoyce, 
makes us to mourne; and that 
of the wicked, which we ought 
hjſ- | moſt to lament, doth rejoyce 
us, It is no friendly but an en- 
g0- vious part to be grieved at the 

death of that friend, whoſe life 

hey | May make us beleeve rhat he 1n= 
ery | yes his deſerved glory. But 
"ot | Its a part of piety to be ſory at 
their death, whoſe wickedneſfie 
ne | doth make us doubr that they 
zer | Ne caſt headlong into hell. 
| The 
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The world 1s ſo full of ſnares 
thar the good ſhould not deſire 
ro bee in it, becauſe there they 
may be corrupted ; and ſo great 
1s the mercy of the Lord our 
God, that the wicked ſhould 
defire to bee therein, that they 
may be amended. Bur if we are 
grieved 1n regard of our owne 
intereſt, is it not more ayailable 
chat our friends pray to God for 
us,than to men? He that thinkes 
he hath loſt his friend when he 
dieth, if he beleeve the immor- 
tality of the ſoule,and doth not 
thinke him damned, muſt then 
beleeve. that the Characters of 
his vertues are loſt with God, 
O how true it is thar all our er: 
rours doe ſpring and grow from 
our muddy ſenſes! They ac- 
knowledgeno intereſt but cat- 
thy, no happineſſe but work 
an 
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res |and albeit man is elevated by 
fire | his better part unto a More exe 
hey | cellent knowledge, yet he can» 
reat | not defire ir as hee ought, be- 
our | cauſe he cannot know 1t as it 15. 


hey David went unts the wilder- 
ves of Rachan,and under- 
able | ſtanding that there dwelt 
ifor | meere thereabout a man 
= exceeding rich mm flockes 
2 
- and other poſſeſſions, whoſe 
not | #ame was Nabal ; he ſent 
hen | unto him on the day of 
- ſheep- ſhearing, to demand 
in ſome rel zefe of prove:ſuon 
Tom and vittuals : But Nabal 
' AC- Aot onely deneth him, but 
with ill words provokimg 
bim. 


182 DAVID perſecuted, 
him, declaring his aVa- 


rice, to bee accompanted \i 


with malice, 


| fb is an ordinary thing in de- 
nying of benefits ro accom- 
pany the deniall with injuries: 
I know not whether it beeto 
cloake their avarice with hate, 
or becauſe ſuch men loving 
their goods as deerely as their 
tives, when one demids to have 
any of them, are incenſed with 
anger,as if he ſought ſomuchef 
their blood; or elsthar 1t comes 
to paſſe, becauſe men in deny- 
ing what is demanded, thinke 
they have made him their ene- 
my thar demanded it, and fra- 
ming him fach in their imagi- 
nations, [peake of him not 33 


one thar is become ſuc. mg 
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ofone that 1s ſo already. Perad- 

'yenture alſo Nabal denies with 
irogancy to accompliſh Da- 
ids defire, doubring his guilti. 
\nefſe might ſeeme to bee fome 
'fgne that hee ſtood in teare of 
'nolence, and to ſhew that hee 
doth not feare it, himfelfe in 
rermes begins to uſe ir, 


David fs zncenſed by the an- 
ſwer of Nabal, and [ets 
forward to deſtroy him and 
all his houſe, But Ab1- 
gat], Nabals wife, being 
a prudent and a beautifull 
woman , hearing of Da- 
vids requeſt, and her huſ- 
bards demall, go-s with 
many beaſts laden wth 


victuals 
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184 DAVID perſecuted, |) / 
p:iHuals to meet David, ant 


and beginneth with eXcuſe 
of her husbands 1 gnorance, 


and fooliſhneſſe, Fhee en- 


treats him to accept of the 
preſent fhee brought 4 and 
pardon her hushand : And 
ſo David zs appeaſed, 


Omen are of fo great 
force in perſwading, 
that it hath beene held all one 
to hearken tothem,and togrant 
their requeſts. He rhat forbade 
them to bee brought up in lear- 
ning, had an eye perhaps net 
onely to their difficulty ofun- 
derſtanding, bur alſo to their 
facility in perſw:ding. He that 
was judged by the Lord Godto 
be the wiſeſt, mad: uſc of ſuc 
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\ninſtrament; and chat tyrant 
vho was written among the 
noſt circumſpect, was afraid of 
tis force. VWomen have al- 
nayes delight joined with their 
yords , and where delight is, 

there is alſo perſwaſion. If the 
nderſtanding doth not agree 
ir, the wil} conſents : ſo that 
when that which they ſay can- 
not be believed, yer they which 
have ſaid it muſt not be diſplea- 
ſed. Their teares are their En- 
thymems, their beauty is their 
lword : where they doe not 
procure love, there they move 


. | compaſſion;yea,and ſometimes 


tney perſwade the better, be- 


- | uſe rhey have no kill in per- 


lwading: There isno cunning 
luſpe&ted where there is no ſci- 
ence, yet there 15 more thereof 


ntheir countenance than in all 
Rheto- 


Rhetoricke. Itis lawfuall to for. 
30e ail fierceneſle in favour ofa 
ſox tat 1s ſo armorous : The 
weakneſle of it makes 113 not 4- 
{hiamed to lay downe all our 
Wrati to it, yea, rather makes 
him aſhamed that doth not lay 
it downe., 


David 4th vleſſe God and 
Abigail, for having ty 
her prudence diverted rp 


from VEV: ngmng himſelfe 


cf NN abal, 


T is a great good hap to bee 
taken off from a neceſſity of 
r<venging himſclte. Hee that 
can divert it and doth not, de- 
ſerveth great blame; hee tha 
hindreth ic, great commend 


tion; and hee meriteth more 
chat 
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that defireth to be fo diverted, 
But there are many now a dayes 
defirons of ſuch neceſſities, 
which if they be but ſma!l, they 
ſeeke to augment them, and 
faine ſome when they finde 
none. T hey account it a glory 
torevenge, and thename of re- 
vengefull, glorious. This js a 
proper art for thoſe who ha- 
ving no talents by which they 
make themſelves knowne to be 
men, will make themſelves 
tnowne tobe beaſts:they know 
not now to make themſeives 
honoured, therefore they will 
make themſelves fearcd, as if 
repntation and feare were ll 
one. The vulgar rout breede 
ſuch kinde of people by applau- 
ding them, bur ſuch applauſes 
turne to their rumes,ſ-eing the 


quarrels which beginne among 
the 
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the greater ſortareforthe moſt Al 
part quenched with the blood 
of the meaner, Cities will ne- 
ver be rid of theſe blood-thir- 
ſty companions, Til] they ceaſe 
from commending thelr blo 

dy proceedings, neither wi 
the way to ſuch falfe praiſe e- 
ver bee ſtopped up, till the way 
rothe tine, ſhall be laid open; 
which then onely will be &. 
fected, when Princes and States 
give place and occaſion to their 
Subjects ro make knowne their 
erue valour, and reward them 
according to their due defer- 


yINgs., 
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Abigall 


| DAV 1D perſccuted, 18g 
\ | Abigail returnes to Nabal, 
ood | and becauſe ſhe findes hin 
DE» arunken, fhe forbeares ll 
the morning to ſpeake unte 
". him, and then tells hin 
wil what had paſſed ; which 


le 6- when hee had heard, is 

> pearl was dead within 
f| bhimasaſftone, andwithin 

bates few dayes he ales, 

heir 

heir 


'T Hy ſhould Nabals heart 


nem 
become dead, feeing 
fer | 1. , - 
Nis offence was vardoned ? or 
rather whv ſhould not his heart 
de dead, ſeeing hee had offen- 
oat ded ? David dothnot caſt him 
O 


downe, it is only his owne con- 
(cience. Hee that offends his 
neighbour unjuſtly offends his 
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owne reaſon, and aithough his 


neighbour hath paidoned him, 
ſhe never vardi51s him s$ the re. 
raken of him, 1s the re. 


VoNge 
m« nib-rance of his offences, 
Nabal cannot beleeve that re. 
7enge to be aboliſhed, whoſe 
characters being blotted out the 
memory of men, are written jn 
heaven ; for then are they 
written there, when they are 
itrucke out here, He dothnot 
periectly pardon,who doth not 
pray God to pardon;which ifhe 
doe,he doth not thereby dimi- 
nith the offeces,bur in fome fort 
Increaſerh them. If the Judges, 
whom the Holy Ghoſt calleth 
gods, did reſemble God 1n pu- 
mſhing of ſinnes, as they deſire 
to bee like G5d in ſtiperiority 
above athers, there v/u{dnot 
beſo much offending, and =_ 
VOL 
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| the 
fav; 
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be 5 
did 
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ted 
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they 

are 
not 
not 


If he 
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would be more pardoning, A 
man hath no fooner forgiven 
an offence, but th 2 Judge al 
| pardons it ; yea, ſomerimes alſo 
the Judge harh avſolved before 
| the party hath pardoned, That 
lavage hercenclle of never par- 
 doning an ene my would (one 
be aboliſhed,if rheir pardoning 
did augment theoffences inthe 
judiciary ſeats of men,as it doth 
In a ſort before the Tribunal 
or hig h Juſrice of God. Burt 
hn the offended pardoneth, 
the offences are written above, 
tough nere being remitced 
ney are cancelled. 
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David taketh Abigail bet Ing Be 


A Woman of ſimgulay be K., of 


( 
ly and prac nce to wife, he 
and $ au] ge ves h1, Garg: | tel 
ter, who was firſt the wife | ji 


of Dayid, unto Phalti, | 


Ho deftres to marry to 0 

Beauty, may happeto | fix 
meete with a Devill : for the| ith 
Devill alſo hath ſome beauty. | ob 
Bnathe chat deſires to be joyned | loy 
with Prudence, if he marry not | on 
an Angell, yet ne 1s ſurely mat- 
ried to an angelicall vertue 
Prudence 1s a fire which cor- 
yerts all Antimony into med: 
cine, makes her pleaſing thats 
deform d, makes her tolerated 
that is povre, aid her quietl | 
enjoyed that isfaire : for it 154 
Ber 


ted, | DAVID perſecuted, I99 


21no 


Cau- 


Bezar that corrects the venome 
of beauty ; It makes it maje- 
ſticall, and not laſcivious, and 
being majeſtical itis the daugh- 
ter of the radiant beames of 7y- 
pizer, not of Yenws; rather en- 


forcing reverence, "than enfla- 


| 


— 


ming defire. He that ſees her, 
conceits her a rhing impoſlltble 
to obraine, and the will _—_ 
fixeth upon impoſlibiliries ; 

It be not fixed it reflects on ho 
object, It it doe not reflect, it 
lovesnct. for the often reflecti- 
on 278 tie producers of loye. 
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94 DAVID perſecuted, 


The Ziph! 11M1S go to Saul ,ang |! 
advert aſc hun that Da: 1d 


'T) mn therr deſarts, and hee | 


goes to ſeeke «i with 
3000. choſen ſouldicrs, 


TEe how the pride of Santis | 


not mitigated with the hu- 
mility of David, perhaps be. 
cauſe the pride was joyned with 
mtercſt, and the humility with 
reputation, T he proud man be- 
comes meeke, not when his e- 
remy hath humbled himfelte, 
bur when hee himfeife hath 
humbled him. Thar humility 
that is vos. by fe are, doth 
ever 11 get? the Price thatis 
ror brut5) h: hee thatbelecyed 
cterwile might haviy have 
ene deceined , by confour- 
ng the one with intereſt, and 
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195 
oreatneſſe of 
minde. The proud man will 
have h1s enemy bow unto him ; 
hut if then when hee boweth 
towne, his deeds lift himuphe 


he other with 


doth not mitizate, but rather 
xalperare him, becauſe infteed 
of magnitying Hin, he do! J af- 
fit and confound him, All 


Wiſe, Fea, 4 _ wily men ths 
mble them{cl-728 ; rohim that 
Neriecutcs a  wahnen their 
wmiliry encreaterh :heir rexUs 
ation, which italwayes doth, 
when ſe. erated fo mM achilirie 


The greazeft Prido tie may Be 
four d, 2 2908 cla tin _ hot of 
comilie 7: and of. ef: ; 
liſrerned by others, " bat him 
mely againſt whom it is | 

loyed : and be canſeby £12 ret! 

bncedifovere A .chey cannot 
o0poſe againlt it without being 
blamed, j 2 Dayid 
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David being enformed of 
Sauls ar r1vall, and Paving 
gotten ſome Fol wledged 
his ſere neth , calls Unly 
him Achimelcch and A- 


biſhai ; askes them wh | 


will goe with mee into the 

army of Saul, and Abi- 

ſha anſwers, I will 00e, 
C 


\ Hen Princes conferre a 

degree of honour ona 
{u>ject, ey will make choice 
themſely es. bur in a matterof 
danger, they aſe ro leaye him 


195 DAVID perſecuted, | 


ro his owne choice : and where 


as the ſubject thinkes ro make 
his merit the greater, by how 
much 1t 13 the more yoluntary: 
the Prince on the cotrary ſame» 
times holds himſelfe leſſe _ 
0 


Ol 


c& 
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ged to him whom he bath Ieaft 
obltzed. I blame not this pro- 
ceecing, fo ir bee not of pur- 
pole to avoid robee beholding, 
but ro bee afſured of tie ſuttici- 
enzy and love of tne ſubjef, 
To expyle him to danger and 
to ove him, doe nor very wel! 
azree, To make one to offer 


himſeifo in a voluntary man- 
n2r, is not ſufficient argumer 
of fuch action , if without 
much entreatic h:s ofter bee 2G 
cepred, 
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163 DAVID perſecuted, 
David and Abiſhai goe ty 
ther ampe of Saul], where 


the finde the Guard the 


Kine hn fe, and all bi 


ould: 7si aſteepe * 


{ fr ſe Lord God ordinarily in 
the effetsof the world ſuf. 
fers his hand to bee ſeene of 
them only that are very ſ(harpe 
irghred, becanſe hee workesby 
natural tnſtcuments yer ſome: 
times alſo he will be ſeene ever 
ofthoſe that are blinde, becauſe 
he workes by the ſtip -ernatural 
zrme of his Omnipotency, 
When there are operations 
rerceived tube contrary ton? 
ordinary courſe, that rhe wa Ch 
fuli are found ſleeping, that the 
prudent are overſcene, thatti: 


valiantare faint hearted : ; there 


$19] 


— — — — — 
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I Of; 


they char are well ſighted may 
diſcerne the hidden finger of 
God, who when hee wrenderh 
the ruine of ſors houſe or 
kingdome, or any other place, 
taxes from it thoſe that might 


ayer; or otherwite 3\tersthem 


in 1uch fort, thar they oppoſe 
not his Geftgnes : ſometimes al- 
taking away the marke of na- 

tral] things, nee fenos an An- 
pell to burne Cities, to deſtroy 
Armies, and raiſeth up Cap- 
tines, chat with rhe light of a 
rorch or a {amp? 
fall downe: and lien there is no 
eye ſo blinde. but ſeerh therein 


Ee 
the Almighry hand of God, 


Abiſhai 


200 DAVID ferſecuted, 


Abiſhai would have ſlaine 
Saul, David would nt , 


"mY 4 þ , - | 
Gr: permt Pim, but takes A- | 1 
F| fo his [peare and his pot | 
FN of water, 


0 

| | / Ho will wonder art D4 | U 
+ via, that having beene | N 
4 as a Lion when heeſlew the Gi- ſ 
ant Goliah, he now ſhewes him- | © 
ſe1fe a lambe in ſuffering Sau/to | | 
tive, if he were a figure of that | h 
Gol, who to the ſinner wasa | 4 
{ambe, and a Lion to the De- | t! 
vill, Hethar atmerh aradigni- | 
ty, in ſhewing himſelfe faint» | N 
hearted in obtaining it, will not | © 
Prove conragious when he hath | t 
obtained it. David did not for- | C 
beare to ſlay Sazl for any rea- ' t 
ſon of Star, bur abſtained from | tk 
\ 


it for the reverence and feare 
of 


 |DAVID perſecuted, 201 


— 


of God, Where hath that man 
beene found, that kneyw this 
peece of policy at any time ? Ir 
too finely wrought to be dil- 


| diſcerned by the eyes. of thoſe 


that are blinded with the paſſt- 
ons of defire to rule or revenge, 
untill having. obtained the do» 
minion or the revenge they de- 
fired , their eyes happily are 
cleered;then they begin rocon= 
lider that which they ſhould 
have conſidered before, they 
areafraid of the example which 
themſelves have begorten ; 
whence it came to pafle that 
many have revenged the death 
of thoſe Princes, of which 
themſelyes have beene the pro- 
curers. They are terrified in 
their ſeat of State, they hare 
their Scepter, as if it threatned 
vialent death to him that treads 
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202 DAVID perſecuted, 
on ic or hoidit : They ſtand jn 


feare of the ſtars that rule over | 


that kingdome, as if the vanity 
of thoſe were true, as it 1s moſt 
falſe. who have beleeved tha 
the violent conſtellations of 
kingdomes, with a very little 
helpe of the Kings Horoſcope 
had the power to kill them, 


David calleth out to Abner, 
and reprooves him for wot 
paving kept the King du- 


ly. 


Know not whether this were 

good policy to provoke the 
Generall of the army, bur | 
xnow that Abner after the 
death of $axl.,was he that made 
ailthe warre againſt David, 
He 
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He complaines ag.ane to Saul 
of his being perſecuted, 
EF ng, if God nath ſhir 
red thee up againſt me, let 
7 ” i 2 
him bee appeaſed with ſa. 
crafice ; if men have done 
it X accurſed vie they of 


God. 


E fpeakes not of appea- 

10g men, he knowes rhar 
malignity may be extinguiſhed, 
but never appealed, and thatng 
other facrifice doth extinguiſh 
Ir, bur the ſuffering of hirmſelfe 
tobe extinct, He thar practiſerk 
malignity is baſe, he that gives 
ear? tO It 18 weaKke, t15 not the 
part ofa prudent or a wary man: 
It 1s a ſword that 1s ſhary2 on 
every fide, one cannor ſtrive 


\ rf 


wiih *t, but is wcnnded him- 
lelre : hee is irkeſome to thoſe 
that heare him, among whom 
while he ſeekes ro endamage 
another, hee lofſeth his owne 
reputation, bur yer he 1s heark- 
nedto; and why they hearken 
to him, and how this is wrought 
I know nor, neither will teach 
nor learne it : For I hold the 
profefſion ſo infamous, that if I 
did contemplate the means of 
the practice thereof, I ſhould 
accuſe my ſelfe to bee guilty in 
the tribunall of detraRtion. To 
teach others how tobee malict- 


ous, is a great malignity, and | 


would bee a great madneſle 10 
me: 1 ſhould ſharpen that ſword 
that hath wounded mee fo oft, 
and ſhould make my lelte ma: 
iter of a profeſſion which I ne- 
ver practiſed but .. | 
al 
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ted, [DAVID perſecuted, 265 


1Mm- 
hoſe 
hom 
nage 
wne 
ark- 
rken 


vohe | 


each 
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tif] 
ns of 
ould 
ty in 

To 


lict- 


and | 


e 10 
vord 
off, 
ma: 
ne- 


Saul | 


Gaul confeſſ eth againe that he 
hath femned, and prayeth 
David to returne, who an- 
ſwers; Let one come to 
fetch the Kngs [peare x 


but [Þ eakes not of his Ye- 


Wureeng. 


He great favorites of Prin- 

ces, it they once fall, they 

fall headlong, they are gone, 
they cinor up againe. The cauſe 
that ſhall ſeparate them from 
their Lord muſt needsbe great, 
there is no returning, The or- 
dinary middle f1z'd Courrtiers, 
may ſometimes fall and ſome- 
times riſe, The Angell fell,and 
ſodid man, bur the nian recur- 
ned intograce,and not the An- 
gell ; becauſe the nature of man 
was 


Fi 


was not ſo great a fayoritzas was 
that of the angel]. It a pring be 
bur fimp!y angry with his favo- 
rite, ſo that his anger doth not 
endin diſcharging and turning 
him away, it is a {igne of love, 
\Ve are very angry with them, 
whom we love entirely. Itisa 
ſecurity of being a favorite, be 
cauſe the anger which may bee 
vented when it 13 not keptin 
by feare,is entertained by love, 
and is finaliy a confirmation of 
the inward aftcftion ; being (4 
one may ſay ) a certaine ven- 
ting of matters, which being 
kept in thePrinces breaſt would 
ruine the Courtier, and uttered 
with chcler, they call backe tht 

love to his beginning, whicl 

according tothe property ofall 

hamane things receiveth fatiet7 

and corruption in time, 

Dayid 
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ted, | DAVID perſecuted, 20% 


' David ſaith m his heart, 1 
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ſhall one day fall into the 
hands of Saul : It is ber- 
ter for mee to goe znto the 


land of the Philillims, 


E that hath need of for- 

tune for his preſervation, 
let him be well affured thar ſhe 
snot alwayes helpfull, ler him 
withdraw himſelfe out of dan- 
yer : becauſe he had her on his 
ide, let him looke to have her 
aainſt him. and conclude that 
the longer ſhe hath laſted, the 
loner his end will come. This 
s aprecept which one ſhall ra- 
ther finde written than obſer- 
ved, perhaps becauſe the nature 
of men which is in t'cir dif- 
alters ro complaine of fortune, 
ntheir good ſucceſſe to boaſt of 
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208 DAVID perſecuted 


their owne worth doth not per. 
mit taem tobee afraid of being 
abadonedof thoſe helps,which 
they know not how or whence 
they obtained 2: ſo that the 
vowes which are hanged up 
1n the Temple of Fortune, are 
more to pacihie her, than tobee 
thankfull ro her. He therefore 
that of neceflicy ro maintain: 
himſelfe in ſtate, is driven et- 
ther to the helpe of Fortune, or 
his beſt skill and cunning, let 
him live alwaics in feare, for in 
the end the inſtability of the 
ore,and the deceitfulnes of the 
other, will let him fall into the 
hands of Saal. T hat Monarchy 
or Common. weale 1s not ſtable 
which isnor founded on forces, 
lawes, and ordinances of their 
owne. Thar clocke which hatl 


no Gnomon, and which recei- 
yeth | 


\ | 
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See mens 
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Xing 
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verh its motion either from 
prings or counterpoiſes can- 
not long endure without er- 
ring. 


David with his Men TOC ys 
Achiſh,the King of Seth, 
which when Saul under- 


Food, he left off purſuimg 


Dim, 


T ſeemes lawfull to flie a- 
mong the pagans when there 
15noother wayto fave himſelfe, 
ſothat he live not like a Pagan ; 
and hee is not alwayes ro bee 
blamed, that hath recourſe to 
their helpe for the recovery or 
cefence of his owne eſtate. It 
hath beene ſometimes alſo per- 
mitted ro helpe them againſt 0- 
ther pagans, ſo the helpe wee 
yeeld 


210 DAV 1D perſecuted, 
yee}d them be in favour of req- 
ſon and right, Bur it thall bee 
A'Way cs recorded for a orcat 
faalr ro ſaccour, ro ECOUrape, 
to move or 10 coumetl the idos 
liters to an invati0.0t the ſtares 
of rrae belcevers , for that 
were not ro go e again: [t men, 


kingdome, and ro enlarge it 
confines of rhe Deviii, 


David ſatw unto Achith,] 
an not worthy #0 awelln 
the head Cty with thee, 
Appoint me ,[ beſ eech thee 

ſome other place : * then A- 
chiſh aſjig _ him Zik- 
las. 


wy 
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but againſt God. to i£Nen his | 
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Avid withdrawes kim- 
| | {elfe from the Court of 


Kiog Ac5i[h;not becaule Courts 
are tO be forſaken, but hee re- 
tres himſelfe, becauſe his diffe- 
rent religion and great valour, 

would have made him ſuſpe- 
ted and feared. 1 am not of 
their mind that blame andcon- 
demne the Courr, it is the true 
Paragon of verrnous men:there 
15 no place where vice is ſoner 
ah{covered,and vertne more re- 
warded. Ic is alight by which 
mens hearts are ſeene and dif- 
cerned, yea, It 1s a molt cleare 
teſt ro diſtinguiſh naturall gold 
from that of Alchimie. He that 
hath great talents let him haſten 
thicher, for there they are glo- 
novſly ſpent and employed. 

Let him not regard the com» 
plaints of thoſe whoſe talents, 

how 


212 DAVID perſecuted, 
how great ſoever they have 
beene, have not adv:nced chem, 
it may perhaps be found, it they 
were examined, that they were 
not printed w:rh the ſtampe of 
prudence, and io of no value, 
becauſe he that had them could 
not utter tzem, or becauſe hee 
wou'd have them goe for more 
than they were worch. He that 
excels 11 any aft or ſcience, if 
hee have not withall ſome emi- 
nent place in Court, hee com- 
plaines that vertnes arc not re- 
garded. Princes for the mot 
part both eſt.ems and reward 
all men according to the great- 
nefle of th-ir quality, not of 
their ambiticn : and t any one 
complaine,ir is thought he hath 
more of thar than of che other, 
A great part of the errors in the 
world ariſeth hence,nor becauſe 
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every one doth not give place 
tohis better, but becauſe every 
one doth not know his better ; 
and indeed, it 1sa difficult thing 
toknow him, becauſe hee goes 
not alwayes clad in the ſame 
cloth, Men deceive themſelves 
In equivocating from a great- 
nefſe, with an addition toan a> 
ſolute greatnefſle ; beleeving of- 
tentimes, becauſe theyare eſtee. 
med the beſt in ſome one thing, 
that therefore they {hould bee 
the beſt eſteemed. He onely 17 
regard hee is the greateſt in his 
profeſſion, ſhall be jn great rc- 
pure 2bove others, whoſe pro- 
fſhon ſhall be in eſtimation a- 
dove others, 


David 
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David wity iS men goes 
forty of the Citie to (poyte 
and deStroy certaime 1do« 


latrous countries, and re- 


turning to Achiſh, makes 


him beleeve that þ *c bath 
beene to cendamage the 
Iſraclites $5 and the King 
thereupon. Ty perſiDaded 
that he might aſſure him- 
ſelfe of David, beleeved 
that he had ſo farre pro- 
voked the Iſraclites, that 
he could no more be recon- 
cited, 
\ Any Princes when they 
1 were growne jealous of 


the fidelity of a ſubj2&, have 
uſed 
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uſed the Iixe meanes to be fecus 
red of him, and the chiefteſt a- 
mong rebels doe commonly 
round their hopes in putting 


thoſe that follow them in de-. 
paire, Yet all ſach rampiers are * 


rery weake, and cally over- 
throwne, as ſoone as affaulted 
with the engine of reaſon and 
tte, It facilitateth pardons, 
nakes offences to bee forgot- 
en, and overcomes all defires, 
xcanſe the deſire of domini- 
7, is the firſt begotten and el- 
leſt of all the afeftions. The 
Irinces that are wary and CIr= 
umſpect , doe thinke chem - 
aves onely affured of that faith 
thich 1s either enforced, or 
itereſſed. 
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The Philiſtimes prepare a 


great army to goe againſt 


FT} Achiſh wmviteth 


David to goe with Pim, 


and he ac cepts of his iny1- 


tation, 


Would not that this place 
ſhould ſ{:rye for any exam- 
ple to any Chriſtian Princes, to 
accompany any Infidels in op- 
preſiing the fairhfull: Hee bad 


no thought of bringing the Phi- 


jiſtims into the Land of Iſrael, 
but he was broughr into the po- 
ſeſſion of that kingdome by 
Achiſh,unto whichGod had ele- 
Cted him. The Philiſtims went 
not to fight againſt the =_ 
dome, bur againſt the King ; a "® 
cer 


vas cleerely ſeene, when a 
rhe 


D 


the 
the' 
hou 
rule 


The 
[ 
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the overthrow given to 8awl, 
they returned to their owne 


houſes, leaving 2ephiboſhethto 
rule and reigne in Iſrael, 


The Philiſtimes pitch ther i 
tents in Shunem ,and Saul 1s 
with his army in Gulboa, 
Saul had all the Mag ict- 
ans and $ outh-ſay ers "that 
had ſpirits in their belly 4 
to be flame; perhaps they #4 
had g1ven out that the tl 
kingdome ſhould come into | 
the hands of David. But | 
he ftaid not long from ſee 1 
king out the reliques of | 
thoſe whom be h ad ſo per- 
ſecuted : for being afr ad 

K wen 


218 DAVID perſecuted, 


when he had ſcene the hoſt 
of the Philiitims, he aſ- 


ked counſell thereupon of 


the Lord, and when hee 


could have no anſwer , 
makes recourſe to the De- 
v1, 


TT was ſaid by a Politician, 

that Diviners are a ſort of 
men deceiving thoſe that haye 
hope in them, unfaithfull to 
thoſe that command , which 
ſhould alwayes be prohibited, 


and ever retained in his Citty. | 
Buthow ſhould they be forbid- | 
den, and yet retained? only be- | 
cauſe that they that did ſo pro- '! 
hibit them, were the ſame that | 


alſo retained them There were 
two ſorts of prof: flors 1n ow 
pa 
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paſt ranning the ſame fortune 
among Princes. The cunning 
poyſoners, and the fortune tel- 
rs: they kept ſtill thone ſore 
that they might poyſon others, 
nd ſometimes did baniſh them 
that they might not bee poyſo- 
ned by them themſelves. To 
torher, they ran to know the 
nattyities of great perſons: the 
Mnces belike thinking by vio- 
knce to enforce the ſenſes, ifat 
ny time they ſhould raiſe up a 
abject to reigne ; yet ghey 
(tone them away againe, leſt 
ters 1n the Princes nativity 
hould ſeeke out the time of his 
kath, or ſhonld ſceke the ra- 
ter to procure it, ſuppoſing 
raven and the ſtarres to be fa- 
'ourable ro It. 


K 3 Saul 
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220 DAVID prrſecuted, 
Saul therefore aiſt guiſ, ed with 


two in his company, goeth 
to a woman having a fa- 
maliar ſpirit ; ſhee refu- 
ſeth and excuſeth her art, 
for feare of the king ; but 
Saul ſwearing that 
harme ſhould come unts 
her, ſhee by her skll rai- 
ſeth up Samuel, as Saul 
had requeSted ; who (were 
it either an uluſfuon or 4 
viſion) cleere it is, that 
being queSttoned by Saul, 
tels him what war to 


come, 


O ſeeke to know thingsto 
come by meanes of the 


devill,isa great crror:to m_ I 
y 


Hs 
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by the ſtars, is ſure a greater ar- 
rogancy ; by this men pretend a 
ſciece, by th'other a revelation, 
The one wee may yet know by 
the permiſiive will of God, bur 
the other paſſeth our underſtan+ 
ding; and hee thar thinkes by 
this meanes to know what Is to 
come, pretends alſo to be God, 
for God onely knoweth the fn« 
tare without any revelatio: Bur 
perhaps these isno other diffe. 
rence betwixt theſe profeſſions, 
(ſetting aſide the odiouſnefſe of 
the name) ſaving that in the 
one, men run voluntarily to the 
devill; in the other, ignorantly. 
Who knowes that thoſe Aſtro« 
logicall figures, are not as the 
circles of Negromacers,& that 
thoſe ſame ſignes, and thoſe 
ſtarres have not a proportion 
correſpondent with their cha- 
KR 3 racters, 


222 DAVID perſecuted 


rafters, by meanes of which, 

they bring the devill ſometimes 
to foretell what is to come, bur 
ever to deceive them? Andif 
perchance the devill is he that 
doth by ſuch arts reveale ir, why 
doe they ſeeke unto him ? If to © 
get evill, itis a meere madnes; 

if to get ſome good, it is tO 
much f1mplicity tobeleeye that 
the devill will bee a miniſter of 


any good. 


Samuel ſaith unto Saul, that 
be,and his ſons, and a part 
of the people ſhall die m 
battell, becauſl, e he fulful- 
led not the will of God in 
the vittory agaimst the 


Amalckites, 


The 
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He Prince 1s often the oc- 
) caſion of the ſ1nnes of the 
t people andthe people of rhoſe 
F of the Prince; the one in per- 
© mitting, the other in applau- 
7 ding them. Sometimes alſo 
) © God chaſteneth the people for \ 
: thePrinces finnes, not becauſe þ 
) it hath demerited with them, 4 
t bur becauſe ir hath fo deſer- Nt 
f vyed. Itis true indeed that when Wh 

his Divine Majeſty ſends the ", 

ithe of chaſtiſement, ir cuts 
t downe the good as well as the 
+ bad; becauſe that which hee 
, ſends into the world, is not the | 

ame which doth ſever the 
- Wheat from thedarnell. 
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Saul fainteth at the hearing 


of ſuch bitter newes, and 


afterward by the intreaty 


of the woman, with the 
perf! waſton of his ſer- 
pants, having eaten ſome- 
what X returneth to his ar- 


HC, 


Ere are ſeene two contra- 

ry effe&ts inone ſelfe ſub- 
jet, faintneſſe, and fortitude; 
Saul ſeemeth to faint, when his 
heart failed at the hearing of his 
dea'h forerold : Againe, hee 
{eern<s yaliant when he returns 
ro his Army, in which hee 
knowes that the next day hee 
ſhall die. But haply feares may 
be like unto loves : as the fecu- 


xiry of enjoying a thing that is | 


deſired, 


. 38 already preſent, hee diſchar- 
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delired, doth diminiſh the de- 
fire, ſo the aſſurance of fallin 

intoa thing that we feared, di- 
miniſheth the feare of it. Sauls 
blood within him made ſome 
ſudden motion at that unexpe- 
ted blow ; but hee afterward | 
reflecting on it with his under- | 
ſtanding, and imagining death 


ged his feare, but hath-nothing 


todoe with any other time, bur 
with the future, 


Rs 
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The armies gather together, 
 thatef th: Philiſtimes 7 
Aphek, the other of the 
Iſraelites in Iſrael ; but 
the Princes of the Phili- 
ſtimes ſeeing David with 
Achiſh, adviſed him to 
ſendhim away, becauſe he 
could no way better than 
with their heads Tegaine 


the favour of his king, 


' Nrereſt is of ſach force with 
menin their operations,that 

it is accounred weaknefle to 
truſt him, whoſe intereſt may 
move him to betray us. Sincere 


and plaine dealing hathnothing | 


to doe in this caſe in matters of 
policy: whoſo preſappoſeth itin 
any, 
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any, is ſometimes deceived 3 
and becauſe he 1s ſometimes de- 
ceivd,he doth neverpreſuppoſe 
ic. It cannot be beleeved with- 
out making ſome errour in po- 
licy, or without ſome erroural. 
ready made, Hee that makes o 
uſe of 1t after long experience j 
doth nor erre, yet erred then | 
when he made experience of it, 


Achiſh although David had 
not beene with him aboye 
fex moneths, ſaith that he 
had beene with him ſome 
yeers, to make it heleeved 
that if he had beene eyill, 4 
hee ſhould haye knowne . 
him. 

T is not alrogcther impoſſi- 


ble torefraine nature along \\ 
time, | 


228 DAVID ferſecuted, 


time, bur itis fo in theutmoſt 
confines of poſſibility, There is 
requiſite thereaunto a perpetuall 
aſliſtance of jadgement, nature 
1s alwayes ready to moye accor- 
ding to her inclination, if ſhee 
bee nor alwayes with-held : 
and if through headleſnefle or 
wearincefſe ſhe bee jefrunto her 
ſelfe. ſhe fals like a ſtone to her 
owne center, Herehence comes 
that little rrath which is found 
in Aſtrologicall predictions, or 
rather which wee make them 
have; becauſe onr inclination is 
a mover that continually wor- 
kerth in us, and doth not alwaics 
finde a continuall reſiſtance. 
That which 1s violent is ſaid to 
bee of liccle continuance, not 
one]y for the neceſſity in him 
that uſeth the violence to bee 
alwayes working ; but alſ+ be- 
cauſe 
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becauſe he is therewith ſo wea« 
ried, that either wearinefle or 
| fatiety makes him to ceaſe. 


David ſeemes to bee grieved 
that Achiſh will not take 
him with him, not know-. 
mg that hee hath grven 
him any occafuon to the y 
contrary: Achiſh anſwers '. 
that inhis etes he is an An- j 


n gell of God, but the Prin- 


Is ces of the army are net 

[- ' FL 
h pleaſed in him, i 
C Oe here a means how one 13 
(0 may loſe his inward fami- # 


ot larity with a Prince, and get 
m ' not his fayour. The conſpiracy 
ee ofgreart ones where they beare 


e- great{way, undoubtedly either 1 
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doth ruine the favorite. or tron- 
ble the ſtate, whenſoever hee 
that is greateſt with the Prince, 
15 not the greateſt among them. 
In ſach a caſe men would not 
bce aſhamed to bow unto him, 
to whom though hee were not 
the favorite, he onght to bow: 
and there would be opened un- 
to them a cleere way without 
any dirty flattery, or thorny 
danger, to run a happy courſe 
betweene obſequiouſnefle, and 
odious liberty; but this feldome 
or never happens : whether by 
the cunning of Princes, or by 
nature, I know not, This Art 
teacheth them that the grea- 
reſt in the ſtate may not be cal- 
led into inward favour without 
danger of dominion , from 
which hee is but one pace di- 


ſtant; Nature tcacheth to lift 
up 
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up the lowly, and tobeat down 
the mighty : and this nature is 
dictared of God, who raiſeth 
the poore from the dunghill to 
place him among Princes, even 
with the Princes of his people : 
It is fignified by the ſtarres, 
whoſe radiation is the thonghe 
tobe great, powerfull, and glo- 
nous; which lifting men from 
low eſtate,doth ſeat them with 
Princes, It is finally manifeſted 
nthe earth, whiles it favoura- 
dly cheriſherh and raiſerh up 
thoſe plants that are not wrapt 
n gold, that is reſplendent, but 
buried in the baſeneſſe of rhe 
bile that is uncleane. VV hat in= 
traction m1yrhen be give tofa- 


worires for eſchewingthe hatred 
(ofgreat ones? The wittieſt po- 


ltician ſeems to commend ſach 
i {ubje&, as contenting him- 
{clfe 


2z2 DAVID perſecuted, 


ſelfe to bee the greateſt of the 
oreat ones in authority about 
the Princes,cared not to exceed 


the meaner ones in dignity ; I | 


rake this ro bee want of know- 
ledge, how to make ones beſt 
benefit of rhe fortunes that be. 
fall one. or rather an abuſingof 
them : andthat it is no way ſuf. 
ficient to extirpate enyy,which 
is rooted in favour, and not in 
honour, How many have beene 
ſeene toloſe theirfavours with 
the Prince, retaining ſtill their 
dignity ;and of objects of envy 


to become the obje&s of com- 


paſſion. He that thinkes riches 
and honours are envied, is de- 
ceived : It is the command, the 
applauſe, and obſequiouſneſſe, 
that they bring with them : it 
theſe were ſeparated from the 


King,it were no defirablc thing 
(f 
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e tobeakKing, A very ſmall reve. 
t rence,anda very little place, is 
s ſufficient ro ſatisfie what our 
1 bodiesrequire : but the whole 
7» Wworldisnot enough to quench 

the thirſt of the minde , which 
>. ſtandsalſo withreaſon, becauſe "þ 
of the body may eaſily finde his þ 
f. objetin a bodily world, Bur 
h themindewhich1s a ſpirit, ne- 
in ver findes it where there 1s no 
ne fpirit. It deceives itſelfe ſome- 
th times inrunning with the body 
ir after ſome bodily thing, as to- 
yy ward a proper objec, but no 
n- fooner is the ſame obrained,bur 
es theerrour isdiſcovered. Thoſe 
e- pleaſing taſtes which ſome al- | 
he | together ſenſuall doe account 
ſe, | but as ſmoake, which are the 
if ( obſequiouſnes, the reyerences, 
che theapplauſes, theſeare the grea- 


ng felt food rothe minde, becauſe Þ 
theſe | 


b ig 


234 DAVID perſecuted, 


theſe are the leaſt corporeall, 


There are a thouſand other 
precepts written for favourites, 
both to defend them from the 
hatred of the grear,and trom e- 
very other occaſion that might 
worke their overthrow. Some 
alſo Icould adde which are not 
mentioned by others, but be- 
cauſe they areall yaine and fri- 
volous, I will nor fill up the 
page with ſuch vanities and 
weaknefles : I will ſay one only 

thing, being the trueſt and fee 
cureſt courſe to maintaine him- 
ſelfe in the Princes faycur, 
which may well be performed, 
and may well be ſpoken of ; yet 
can it not be learnd nor taught, 
whichis,to preſerve alwaies the 
love of the Prince, and the 
manner how to preſerve ir. It is 


true, that the favourice never 
falls 
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falls without ſome cauſe, but 
the ſame cauſes have not alway 
the ſame effeAs : for ſometimes 
they are . ſurmounted by an 
affetion greater than their 
owne ; if this ſtands firme 
and ſure, there can bee no dan- 
ger ; if this ſhrinkes, then the 
ruine 15 at hand: not becauſe he 
falls without cauſe, but becauſe 
tis impoſſible not to give ſome 
cauſe, and then the lefſer have 
more force than at another time 
the greater would. A conſtel- 
lation which would ſcarce have 
cauſed a ſimple tercian in youth 
(by conſent of thoſe that wrire 
theſe vaniries in Aſtrology) 19 
lufficient to kill one in his de- 
crepit age. He that wonldnot 
have his love decline, let him 
hold both his eyes alwayes fix- 
ed upon the Prince, never de- 
part 


— — —, 
= 


—_— i - DE", IS, : 
CECEECTERE EI EA DCE 


Fi 


236 DAv1D' perſecuted, 


part from him, never ſeeke any 
other but him; for as ſoone as 
he turnes his eyes to himſelfe or 
others, he is undone, His great- 
neſſe, his affeftions, his plea- 
ſares, and delights, muſt be in 
his Prince, Neither ler him 
thinke that by this meanes hee 
may miſſe of preferments, but 
rather that hee ſhall bee fure of 
them, and peradventure with 
teJe envy. Hee that poſſeſſeth 
things that are ſubje& to envy, 
and cakes no delight in them, 1s 
rather to be pittied, than envt- 
ed, But who is he that will doe 
ſo, ſaving the man thar is full of 
affetion, and moſt tenderly 
enamoured of his Lord. Its: 
thing that cannot bee reduccd 
into Art, though it bee eaſily 
knowne. Aﬀecation differs 


much from affe&tion, which 
ne 
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hee hath nor, ler him not imi- 
tate; for ſuch imitations are 0- 
dious in the {choole of loye: 
they that will maintaine them- 
ſelves in thePrinces favour with 
Arr, their Art failes them, and 
they then faile with their Art, 


David departs from the ar. 


my, and returnes with his 
men to Ziklag, whereby 

they finde that the = 
a have burnt the 
City, and carried away 
all the inhabitants priſo- 
ners, with Davids wives 
alſo; » and the people there 
with enraged, would have 


ſtoned him, 


[r 
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T is no marvel! that this mul- 
ricude would have ſtoned in. 
nocent David: men being an- 
gry, fecke ſome ſubject on 
which chey may diſcharge their 
paſſion, yer if they finde not 


ſu;-poſe whomſoever theymeet 
robe theſame ; yea, and ſome- 
times when thcre appeares be- 
fore them no other, on which 
they may revenge themlſelyes, 
they beat the pavement with 
rheir feet, and the walls with 
their fiſts. And this is noſuch 
folly as many doe imagine, but 
an inſtin& of nature ; which 
feeling the heart ſuffocated by 
ſo greata quantity of fiery ſpi- 
rits, ſeekes to eaſe her ſelfe by 
diverting fome part of them in 
the exerciſing of ſome ation. 
The paſlions of the people 


are 


choſe that offend them, they 
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are too diſtemperate going al- 


wayes to extremes, which is 
not proper to the people, as 
they are a people, but as they 
are a multitude; in which every 
one harh bis parricular paſhon, 
and participateth alſo with that 
of the others,and with that pars 
ticipation increaſeth his owne, 
[ have ſometimes doubted, (bur 
| ay itis nota thing undoubt- 
ed) that in this increaſing the 
contracting art leaſt of the ſpi- 
its hath ſome part : con{ide- 
ing that a multirude of people 
athered together, findes no- 
thing to ſtay it from going whi- 
ther it may goe without ſepas 
ating,and whither they would 
not goe with leſſe danger if 


'they were ſeparated : from 


whence may bee taken an 1n- 


truction for them that wil for- 
tie 
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tifie themſelves in a place that 
they have regard to accoinmo- 
date in ſuch manner, that the 
fortification it ſcife may be able 
to withſtand the incurſion ofa 
multitude ; or otherwiſe, not 
thinke their ſtrength ſufficient 
to maintaine it with neither 
fire nor ſhot. 


David askes counſell of the 
Lord thereupon what ſhal 
bee done, and ſuddenly 


turncs to follow the eps 
] of the Amalckires, 


His is the beſt wayto with- 

draw himſelfe our of dan- 

ger, to divert an angry multl- 

rude to the true obje& of their 

anger, that thereby they may | 
forſake the falſe, 

L They | 
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They finally finde out the A- 
malckites, fight with 
them, and oyercome them: 

3X recovering the prey with 

It the priſoners;and theſpoile 

nt which they had taken Na- 

" vid will .have drvided 

with thoſe that kept the 


he - baggage, and were not at 
all k he fp ght . 

Y H2 Caprtaine of a male=con- 
eps rented company, had need 


bee both valorous, and circum- 
(pet : That hear that ſtirres up 
ich. 4 multitade, whether for love 
12an-  forheir leader, or anger againſt 
tj. | their Prince, groweth ſoone 
heir © cdld, and then g1ves place OA 
may | compariſon, to which ſuccee« 
dth "repentance , the conſe- 
hey L quence 
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quence whereof, is either the 
killing of their Captaine, or the 
abandoning of him : Neither is 
ic ſufficient for che eſchewing 
of ſuch a danger, to have once 
gotten a great reputation: time 
conſumeth it, .and how great 
foeyerit be, reduceth it to no- 
thing. It is neceflary to linke it 
into a chaine, not ſuffering the 
reportofa great action to ceale, 
without renewing it with ano« 
ther as great or greater. David 
becauſe. his flying from Saul 
might take from him the repu- 
tation hee had gorten in ſubdu- 
ing the Giant,no ſooner begins 
coflie, but hee fights andovyer- 
comes the Philiſtimes, that had 
ſacked Keilah . andbecauſe that 
flight is an argumenc of teare, 
and that feare brings a loſſe of 


reputation, he makes it knowne 
that 
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> that he could twice have killed 
2 the King, to give his flighr 
5 the title of reverence, and to t 
7 take away the imputation of 

e feare. Afterward being retur- 
e nedroZitlay,thatthe malecon»> 
t tented might not have leiſure 
- to makeany refletionson him , 
it to his harme; and deſirous to | 
e maintaine his reputation, hee 
>  ofcentimes with honour and 
5» profit to himſzlfe afſaulterh rhe 
id Infidels;and finally varquiſheth 
yl the Amalekites,andrecovyereth 
4 that reputation, the diminuti- 
0» 0 whereof, had brought him 
ns tothe perill of being ſtored, 


L 5 The 
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The Philiſtimes fight wth] mc 
the 1Iſraclites, and haye| thc 
broken the body of their qo 
army, and ſlaine three of | wh 
the Kings ſonnes ; the| teri 
ſrrength of the whole char. | #2 
ged Saul 4 when he turning No 
to his Armour-bearer,| mo 
prayes bim to kill him, | teac 
that he might not be a de- _ 
rifton to the unctrcumct- 
ſed - which when he ref u- ble 4 
ſed , Saul ſets his owne |Vill 
ſword againſt his breaſt, Jolo 
and falling on it , kills wor 
himſelfe. sGc 


Know not how the deſcrip- Ot ail 


tion of death to bee the ut- thing 
molt 
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moſt of all terrible things, 
ſhould bee underſtood : If in 
this life the utmoſt of all dele- 
table things be not co be had, 
why ſhould the utmoſt of the 
terrible ? One of the contraries 
cannot bee admitted, bur the 
other muſt alſo bee granted, 
Now to live, not being the ut- 
moſt of delectable things, 
teacherth that to dye 1s not the 
utmoſt of the terrible, The nor 
finding in this our world any 
objeR chat is the laſt of deleCta- 
ble and of terrible things (if we 
will not ſuppoſe the powers 
withour an object ) makes us 
teleeve that it is in the other 
world, and in that other world 
5sGod ſcene and not ſ-ene. Bur 


/hethar d\cribed death the laſt 


(fall rerrible things, meantitof 
ings in. this world ; which 
L 3 would 
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wou'd be true, if ſpoken of the 
laſt in number, and not in 
we ight : for otherwiſe, if it be 
ſuc h in ic ſelfe, it muſt then be 
alway ſuch unto all: And yer 
wer ead of many men thathaye 
imb raced it, to eſch2w ſome 0- 
ther thing , which wee muſt 
needs beleeye was more terri- 
bleto them. He that wonders 

at a reſolution fo extravagant 

as makes a man kill himſelfe, 

may marvell at nature alſo, 

which being ſometimes terrift 

edatdeath doth prevent it. 


The 
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The Armonr-bearer of Szul, 

ſeemg what h:s Lord had 

done, drawes out likewiſe 
7 his ſword, and kils him- 
C ſelfe.Some Writers are of 
J- opinton that this was Do- 
cg the Edomite, Sauls 
nn favourite; who leſs hee 
nt ſhouldbee puniſhed by his 
e, ſucceſſor, killed bimſelfe, 


He favorites of a Prince 

that hath a ſuccefſour, if 

they die not before Sal, yet 

they die often with Saul. I 

rhe know not how to ſteere them 
trom this rocke : there hath 
beene one, that ſeeing no other 
remedy,made at theſoveraignty 

it ſelfe, and was juſt there de- 

L 4 ſtroyed. 


248 DAV1D perſecuted, 


ſtroyed. There hath beene alſo 
thar turned his backe to the 
Weſt, and fate his eyes to- 
ward the Eaſt, and towards 
thoſe rayes that would haye 
| beene deadly ro him, had not 
that Sun beene then under the 
lineofthe H»orizox. Asthe ſons 
of Princes cannot endure any 
companion in domination, no 
more will Princes in their love, 
He that thinkes there 1s no en- 
vie betwixt the father and the 
fon, is deceived. The honours 
done tothe ſonne, if they in- 
creaſe that of the father,doe re- 
joyce him ; but if they diminiſh 
his, they make him ſorrowfull; 
which becauſe ir falls our but 
ſeldome, men ſuppoſe there is 


noſuchthing. When the fav0- | 


rite hath hope thar by courl: 


of nature hee ſhall _ 
the 


Ve. 


the 


4 


all; 

ut 
res 
av0- 
zurle 
ive 

the 
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the Prince, it 1s a hard matter 
for him not to have an eyeto 
the future; toward which it he 
caſt a look, he loſeth that which 
1s preſent : but hee deſerves no 
favour, that deſires or thinkes 
ro out»live his Lord, The grea» 
reſt feliciry that may befall the 
former, (ir being not lawful for 
any violently to charge upon 
death) would be to end his life 
jalt when the latter dierh. Ir is 
hard todie before him, becauſe 
it isno ealie thing to leave one 
that is his Patron.and his Love, 
He thar blames Princes for ha- 
ving favorites, wonld have 
them inhumane and vile: VW hat 
thing is a man that hath no 
love? or wherein may a Prince 
| ſhew gracious unto others, or 
ſee himſelfe his owne grearnes, 
but in advancing of orhers? and 
Ls5 he vw 
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how or why ſhould he advance 
them, if he doth not loyethem? 
Would they have him alwayes 
masked ? would they nor allow 
him any, to whom he may un- 
ſtrip himſelfe, and diſcover the 
ſecrers of his heart?He that will 
give toPrinces(that which ſure- 
ly they ought to have) leave to 
deſcend ſometimes from their 
throne of Majeſtie, and tocon- 
ferre their inward cogitations 
with any one, hee muſt allow a 
fayorite ; If the Prince lay aſide 
his Majeſtie, withall he would 
graw contemptible ; if his ſe- 
crets ſhould bee imparted unto 
many, they could not bee fe- 
crets; bur if he be familiar but 
cone, open but to one, hee 1s 


then the favorite. It is wiſhed 


by them that are nor beloved 


abaye the reſt, that the Prince 
would 
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would love all alike : but why 
ſhould he love all alike, fince he 
15not beloved himſelfe of all a- 
hke 2 A well deyoted ſubje&t 
ought to bee grieved that any 
one loveth his Lord more than 
he, and not that his Lord loves 
another more than himſelfe. 
This would bee a defire to ty- 
rannize over the affections of 
Princes, which men ought to 
reverence. He that could make 
his love more fervent, than thar 
of the favorite, might perad- 
yenture make himſelfe the 
greater favorite : but common- 
ly men ſtrive rounhorſe him by 
malice, and not by vertue, be- 
cauſe 1t 1s more caſte ro envy, 
than to love. Give me leave a]. 


| fofurther to athirme ( if with- 


our offence I may ) that it can- 
not. be any. blame to have a fa- 
vorite, 
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vorite, unlefle men will fay that 
Ciriſt our Lord was to be bla- 
med, whoſe favorite was Saint 
lohn, 


One paſſmg by chance neere 
unts Saul, whs longed to 
de and aiked him whence 
he was ; and the other an- 
ſwering that hee was an 
Amalekite : Saul prayeth 


bin to kill him, which hee © 


excuſe eth. 


The unſpeakable provi- 
dence of God! heperad- 
venture permitted not Saul to 
kill himſelfe, he conſented that 


his fin ſhould kill him. Oneof 


the Amalekites, whom againſt 


the will of Gad hee had ſaved 
| alive, 
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alive, God will have toput him 
todeath, T har ſinner ſpoke for 
al ſinners, & ſpake divinely,that 
ſaid, My fin is alwayes againſt 
me. We haveno enemies, bur 
we make ſome: nor is Sazlalone 


ſaine by his finne, for there be 


but few men thar are not alſo 
killed by theirs. And it is very 
particular, that one particular 
ſhould” kill chem , ſeeing it was 
the ſame that brought death 
into all the world : O how plea- 


« fant,and how profitable are the 


precepts of God! He 1s a Phy- 
fitian ( under favour be it ſpo- 
ken) not onely for the ſoule, 
but for the body alfo. He hath 
left us better rules in a few 
leaves to preſerve our health, 


| than are contained 1n the great 


volumes of the bookes of the 
Gentiles. 
King 
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Keng Saul dieth af ter he had 


retgned many yeeres, and 
with the King, ateth a 
great part of the people, 
which had demanded a 
King, 


Avours are not therefore 

demanded of God that he 
may doe them, bur becauſe he 
will doe them; hee doth them 
by meanes of our prayers: they 
are obtained with theOprative, 
not withthe Imperative mood. 
Hee that will command them, 
deſervesrhen only to bee heard 
when it1s to his harme;, tohave 
beene he:rd to teach him that 
is God, neither to bee taught, 
nor tobe commanded. VV here- 
fore then it was that Saul 


did loſe his life, and OI 
the 
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the Kingdome of Iſrael went 
out of his Progeny, is ealily re- 
ſolved by them, who omitting 
the manifold other cauſes, have 
recourſe to that alone, which 
is the firſt, and chiefe, ane 
prime caufe : from whoſe well, 
all the reſt proceed. Bur why 
God willeth the deſtruction of 
Kings and Kingdomes, would 
bee eafie alſo to ſhew, were it 
not the will of God, is not al- 
wayes effeqive, but ſometimes 
alſo permitlive : Hee wills that 
ſuch as forfake him, loſe their 
kingdomes ; and that they that 
follow him, obtaine them, 
Moreover, how and when it 
comes to paſſe thar hee permit- 
teth ſom<times thoſe r1ar fol- 
low him to be abaſed, and thoſe 
that abandon him to bee exal- 
ted, I doe not know, and os 
thers 


thers peradyenture know as lit- 
tle. Thoſe Princes then that 
are not in Gods favour, let 
them alwayes feare, how prof. 
perous ſoever they are: Being 
notable to alledge any caule 
of their happinefſe,. they muſt 
needs be afraid.if they be grear, 
they know nor why they are ſo; 
and it is robe doubred thar ſuch 
greatnefſe cannot long endure ; 
whereof no canſe can bee gt- 
ven for which it began. He who 
hapning to come into the houſe 
of a fortunate man, did ſudden- 
ly depart thence, certaimly hee 
meant ir not of them that God 
maketh happy and ſucceſfctull, 
bur of thoſe whom God per- 
mitteth ſo to be. The ruine of 
Saul came peradventure of his 
owne great proſperity, his be- 


ing from a bale eſtate exalted 
ro 
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to a kingdome, confirmed and 
ſetled therein with happy ſac- 
ceſſe,in ſtead of making him the 
more devout, made him more 
confident, yea, more raſh and 
unadyiſed. Let us not make it 
lawfull to ſerve him the leſle, 
who hath proſpered us to the 
end ; wee ſhould fervehim the 
more, as if the gifts or graces 
which God vouchſafeth uswere 
bur for our pleaſure, and not 
for his glory. A grear fort of 
men offend their God in their 
proſperity, and pray unto him 
in their adverſity ; yer is hee 
ſtillche ſame God, when he de- 
livereth us out of miſery and 
diſtreſſe, and when he overtur- 
neth our fortunate courſes and 
proceedings, Ir may ſeeme per- 
adventure, that to deliver out 
of diſaſters doth more — 
the 
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the Divinity.,than to abaſe pro. 
ſperous forrunes ; whence jt is 
that men are more confident in 
nis mercies, than fearful] of his 
vengeance. There is no man 
how wicked ſoevyer, but doth 
ſome good thing whereunto he 
afterward aſcribes the cauſe of 
his good ſaccefle, and equiyo- 
cating betweene the reward, 
and the grace given him, hath 
no feare of loſing what he pre« 
rends to have deſerved. Onthe 
contrary, there is no man ſo 
good, but he commirteth ſome 
evill whereunto for the moſt 
part he attributeth the cauſe of 
his misfortune, and equivoca- 
ting betweene Gods chaſtifing 
and his exercifing of him, ſends 
up ſometimes his ſuppiications 
toGod, when he ſhould rather 
have ſent thankſgivings; as if 
the 
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the world which is the place of 
meriting and demeriting, were 
the place alſo of rewarding and 
puniſhing. 

To conclude, let us pray his 
divine Majeſtie, that he will be 
alwayes pleaſed to end the per- 
ſecurions of the Davids, with 
the death of the Sauls : And all 
to the glory and honour of his 

great Name; in which I 

end this Booke, as I 
deſirealioto end 
my life. 


